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WERE IH 
Lady Luer Tzu to Miſs Hanping 


VILLARS. 


NDEED, my dear, I am far from 
being pleaſed with the charms of 
the metropolis.— No, Harriet, never 


again let me be deemed a woman "of 4" 
_ faſhion, —Certainly I muſt entertain ſome 4A 
Vol. I. B fen 1 


| { 2 ) 
few ideas of pleaſure diſtin from"thole” 

of- the Circle, Ranelagh, and the Hay- 
masket, ſince the gay town without my 
Harriet appears ſuch a diſmal vacuum. 
' I was laſt night at Carliſle-houſe, where 
my brother, to oblige whom 1 went 
thither, introduced -me to Lady Anne 
Clifford, who is lately arrived from Italy 
| with her aunt Lady Harman, — This 
young lady values herſelf prodigiouſly 
upon a large fortune, which has devolved 
to her in conſequence of the death of a 
brother and ſiſter, and I believe Charles 
values her upon the ſame account. Should 
an alliance take place between the two 
families, the one fond of riches and the 
other of honours, I tremble for what 
may be the event in ſome future day. 


You will expect poſſibly to hear my 
opinion of the entertainments of the 
place — Tired to death with! impertinence 
tn apes of quality, and affronted by 
borrowed 


W 


borrowed: witticiſms from females wha” 
have ſunk themſelves below their ſex, 
and are yet permitted with thoſe who 
rank themſelves with the higheſt 'of mor- 
tals. It is impoſſible to deſcribe the 
fatigues of the evening. Surfeited with 
flattery from Miſs Clifford, I returned 
diſtracted with the head-ach. This is 
deemed pleaſure by ſome: but, alas! 
one hour of your company, in your 
Harriet's opinion, is worth an age of 
ſuch trifling. Mrs. Vareny kindly called 
on me this morning. Her friendly ſo- 
ciety alone could have reſtored my com- 
placency, abſent as I was from my Lucy, * 
and fick of polite perſecution. This gene- 
rous lady came to ſolicit a benefaction 
from my mother for a diſtreſſed widow : 
and you may be ſure, ſuch an example 
being ſet, her ladyſhip could not well 
with-hold her benevolence— and Mrs. 
Vareny ſucceeded. Can an hundred ” 
maſquerades convey ſo much real ſatis. _ 
B 2 faction 


. 
Fation to the heart, as one ſuch humane 
. 5 


The lat . brought us a ler 
from Lord Mulceſter, He makes bo- 
nourable mention of you: indeed George 
eſteems you much: he always calls you 
ſiſter; and it is a moot point with me, 
whether he loves Harriet or Lucy beſt; 
1 mean, in the ſiſterly way: for his diſ- 
appointment in his firſt love (which Miſs 
Grandiſon calls ft nonſenſe) hangs heavy 
on his heart, good youth! Allow for a 
ſiſter's partiality, Harriet! he is almoſt a 
fecond Sir Charles, even as Mr. Richard- 
ſon has drawn him, only apo a 
little nearer to human nature. 


What an unſeaſonable fit of the gout 
has Mr. Villars! I wiſh it had not hap- 
pened till after the Birth-day, and then 
Lucy could have attended you at Roſe ' 
Mount: but our good folks are ſo fond 
| | | | of 
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in their wiſe heads: — I ſhall in due time 
acquaint you with their political ſcheme. 
— Alas! alas! Harriet, I am afraid my 
father, to pleaſe” his ambitious family, 


will adopt meaſures that muſt occaſion | 


the greateſt uneaſineſs to her whom you 


honour wich the name of friend. 
Excuſe my being more explicit at pre- 


ſent; what I mention is only my own 
conjecture, and perhaps may not exiſt 
N except in the head of 


Your aleetonat, 


Loos Trurrx. 
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LETTER I. 


From the Same to the Same. 


II/ E are courting an alliance, Har- 


riet A card from Miſs Clifford 
— intends_ herſelf the honour of wait- 


v. ing on Lady Lucy” — My mother and 
Charles very buſy in conferences on the 


ocaſion: the former bridles, the latter 
fimpers, and the Earl whiſtles. A hun- 


dred and twenty thoufand pounds is a 
ſum not to be neglected in an indigent 


family of quality — indigent, I mean, in 


in compariſon of the magnificence that 


ſurrounds us. Charles is treated with 
uncommon reſpect, and Lucy is admo- -. 
niſhed to treat Miſs Clifford with the 


greateſt complaiſance,—That might eaſily 
be complied with; but there is another 


ſcheme in reſerve. The whole family, 
+. | > oh it 


(7 . 
it ſeems,” muſt be diſpoſed of at once, 
Lord Mulceſter excepted; and his won- 
drous merit, it is ſuppoſed, will gain him 
a dukedom: it is well that is allowed. — 
I would not wiſh, Harriet, to ſay one 
diſreſpectful word againſt thoſe, for whom 
Heaven and Nature have ordained the 
higheſt reſpect. But who can help their 
feelings ? Good Heavens! that a Peer and 
Peereſs of the realm ſhould: deſcend to 


mean compliances for that dirty traſh 
which 1 call he Indian revenge. | | 


Yes, my dear, my father has ſwerved 


from the ſentiments of his forefathers for 


a paltry conſideration, and would, if it 
were poſlible, without conſulting t her n- 
clination, diſpoſe of his daughter on the 
ſame occaſion: but the independence my 
aunt Northington (foreſeeing events) has 
kindly ſettled on me, prevents that x mis- 
fortune. 


HIT FTI 'By I will 


—— — OO 
- 


, ' | * 5 . 
K 
I will honour nd obey my parents in 


all things lawful, but not in one point 
againſt the dictates of my . conſcience, 


What I object againſt has only been 


hinted at a diſtance at preſent, and I wiſh 
to check their career. I ſpeak ambigu- 
ouſly now, but ſoon I ſhall be more 
explicit. In the mean time I will con- 
clude. (to. ſhew my nn with ſome 


ines SOR r | 
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The del blood by Learning i is refin'd,. 
« And Virtue arms the folid mind ; 

235 « Whilſt Vice' will ſtain the nobleſt race, 

ag 3 And the 1 13. efface.” | 8 

. apt; do you dot write, OT? girl! ? 


when you know that every line of your”: 's 
s an | incſtimable treaſure | 


4589 
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Lucy Tzurrx. 


to). 


il E T T E R m. 
Miſs Pitkin to o Lady Ever Trurzs. 


SHALL not e my deareſt 
Lucy, for my ſeeming neglect: ſuffice 
it to ſay, that my father has been in the 
utmoſt pain for theſe three days paſts. 
therefore you will conclude my whole 
attention was fixed on him; but he is - 
now much Lag 


How partial, my Lucy, are 7 0 | 
your artet pe : | 


* Praiſe from thoſe lips "is x mine with 
e e 4 h 


And yet I muſt chide you. What ſevere; 
what unguarded things have you faid 
of the Earl and Counteſs ! 1 know the 
| Purity of your mind, and at the fame 
mY B 5 time 
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time am well acquainted with your im- 
petuous temper, and know it is a con- 
ſtitutional foible of your's. I am ſure 
your father and mother would not ſacri- 
ice their only daughter: but your too 
great ſenſibility, my love, cauſes you to 
magnify objects. Learn, my Lucy, to 
guard your lips, to guard your pen: 
your parents ſuperior knowledge of the 
world (and perhaps, in their exalted 
ſtation, proper uſe of riches) may plead 
as much in their behalf, as your delicacy 
of ſentiment on your's. Mrs. Vareny, 
whom you. profeſs to admire, ought to 
be your pattern. Would that amiable 
woman, think you, let an unguarded 
word eſcape her lips or pen on conjecture - 
only? She is indeed an example. With 
what a painful pleaſure have I beheld 
her] becauſe I have traced all my dear 
departed mother in every look, in every 


1 action, how often have I wiſhed to be 


one of her houſchold! What an exem- 
$514: 2 8 plary 


cm ) ; 
plary huſband is Mr. Vareny! There is 
not a virtue in human nature, of which 
he is not endowed with a portion. Such 
a family of love and unity, except the 
Royal one, I never faw.— Make my re- 
ſpectful compliments acceptable to them, 
Lucy; tell them what infinite obligation 
they would confer on me, were Miß 
Vareny granted to my earneſt deſire, for 
a month or two, in this agreeable receſs. 
I would, as far as my poor abilities would 
permit; perfect her in her pencil, tam- 
'bour, &c. If I have the leaſt encourage- 
ment, I will write myſelf; if I gain my 
point, I will, with my father's permiſſion, 
come to town to ms nc. her nor 
bither. „ mm 7¹ 


My brother arrived on Tueſday night, 

with three compamons of his on claſs;, 
Mr. Melmoth is one of them: I have 
heard you mention him he is a favourite 
with my father and Peregrine. They 
| B 6 | all 


( 28 
all know Miſs Clifford, :and ſeem to be 
diſpleaſed with. her partiality for Lord 
Charles: but, to do theſe gentlemen (I 
was going to ſay rakes) juſtice, they have 


| behaved with great propriety at Roſe 


Lord Mulceſter does me the higheſt 
honour; but to your kind repreſentation 


of me do I owe this diſtinction. Tell 


him, when you write again, that he muſt 
take care how he praiſes me too much, 


leſt I ſhould not act up to what he wiſhes; 
for I am convinced of his well-meant 


compliment's being only a leſſon for his 


adopted ſiſter (and perhaps his real one 
at the ſame time) to improve by. — Do 


not frown, Lucy; but indeed, indeed, 
you have been very naughty. — But, to 
quit that ſubject for one more entertain- 
ing, I muſt tell you, I have, even in this 


(What a lady of the bon ton would call 


dreary) ſolitude, met with an adventure. 
| Riding 
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ing, attended only by Thomas, I jet my 


horſe take his courſe; when, after three 
hours gentle pace, he brought me to a 
pleaſant village, where, on the verge of 
a common, I found a decent cottage, or 
rather box, adorned with an air of ſimple 
elegance. In the little court before the 
door all the hardy winter exotics were 
placed in painted vaſes; the window- 
curtains, I perceived, were crimſon da- 
maſk; and a guittar was hanging in 
one of the rooms. Struck with ſuch an 
uncommon appearance in an obſcure vil- 
lage, I wiſhed to fee and know farther: 
I therefore ordered Thomas to beg a 
glaſs of water for me. A yery decent 
old woman came to the door, and deſired 
to know. © if madam would alight, and 
4e have a glaſs of her own diſtilled water.“ 
I readily complied ; and, after taſting the 


old lady's cordial, was complimented with - - 5 


a ſight of her houſe, The dreſſing- room 
W. 


* 
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Was hung! with India paper, and furtiiſhed: 
with the moſt elegant cabinets,” drefling 
equipage, &c. In another apartment was 
a forte piano, muſic books, new novels, 
plays, operas, &c. What moſt attracted 
my notice were a pair of globes and ſome 
maps, which were kept in a room ſacred 
for the old lady told me ſhe did not know 


. . What to make of them: for the great 


gentlewoman who had taken her houſe, 
- and enlarged and decorated it at her own 
expence, (the meaning of the old lady's 
language) never had thoſe things brought 
out, but when her ſpouſe, who was a 
great captain, was there, who could tell 
by them to travel either by land or ſea: 
that madam and her maid (the only ſer- 
vant that attended her in the country) 
were gone to Stamford, but would return 
the next day: that her huſband acted as 
gardener, and herſelf as houſekeeper. I 
viſited the garden, where I found glaſs 
beehives, orange and myrrh trees, with. 

all 


1 


all that could delight the eye at this 
ſeaſon, ſheltered from the inclemency of 


the weather with painted canvas. I be- 


lieve neither male nor female would have 
been otherwiſe than curious -on ſuch an 
occaſion: but my curioſity could not then 
be gratified; for, on inquiry at the inn 


in the village, they could only tell they 
were great gentlefolk, © almoſt as great 
« as*Squire and Madam Villars,” meaning 
my ladyſhip, as I ſuppoſe. Thomas ſaid, 
<« he never knew the like in his born days, 


and his miſtreſs was as much puzzled; 


but I conclude they are ſome unfortunate 
couple. How I long to ſee the fair un- 
known! Perhaps a female acquaintance - 

in ſuch a ſolitude might alleviate the 
abſence of her huſband. Indeed, I know 
not for what reaſon, but I ſeem intereſted 
in her behalf; a kind of a pre/eniiment 
ſeems to attend me on the occaſion : 
however, here it mult reſt for the preſent 


but at wy” next Ag ſhall, if poſſible, 


penetrate 


T 
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penetrate ines the clouds tht aer 8 


envelope them. 


* 


My father begs his thanks for your 


kind wiſhes that his gout had kept away 
© ill: after the ' Birth-day;z in return, he 
Wiſhes you were AE to nurſe hy 


Ade Lucy? Believe me 
{ive your's, 


- . Vuars: 


5 
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LETTER IV. 


From the Same to the Same. 
HAVE not ſucceeded, Lucy, in my 
attempt to find out the fair incognita. 

I have ſeen her, it is true; but it was 
only a tranſient view. The firſt oppor - 
tunity that offered I renewed my viſit to 
her retreat. When I arrived, I found 
her playing on her guittar, accompany» 
ing it with a voice ſo melodious, that I. 

was for a few moments loſt in admiration, 
But I ought firſt to have told you, I left 

Thomas and the horſes at a diſtance, 
and conſequently was not perceived by 
her at my entrance. - My good old hoſteſs 
received me very cordially, but told me 
© ſhe believed madam: would be diſpleaſed 
eta ſee a ſtranger.” Contrary, however, 
to 105 uſual timidity, the lady's maid 
coming 


Sy 


— 


cu) 


iT coming down ſtairs, I ſent my reſpects 


to her miſtreſs, and begged (if my requeſt 
were not too improper) to be admitted 
to ſpeak with her. he immediately came 
down, and conducted me to her dreſſing 
room. I then apc gized for the in- 
truſion, and told her my motives for it. 
She thanked me for my kind intention 
in her favour, ſaying that ſhe was ſenſible 
of the honour I did her; but, honourable 
and advantageous as my notice would 
be to her, ſhe was ſo delicately circum- 
ftanced, that ſhe muſt decline what other- 
wiſe would be the firſt wiſh'of her heart. 
It is ſcarcely poſſible to deſeribe the ſweet- 
neſs of her manner, whilſt addreſſing me: 
but when ſhe had done ſpeaking, ſhe 
turned to the window, and put her hand- 
kerchief to her eyes — fine eyes indeed 
ſhe has, but a kind of a wildneſs in them 
that ſeems to indicate a diſordered mind 
perhaps that is the caſe, and this romantic 
retreat is the effect of her raiſed ima- 
alen gination. 


% an. and Soo AS 
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gination. I took my leave, pleaſed, but 


not ſatisfied: to intrude farther would 
be indeed to gratify my own curioſity 


| (which is perhaps impertinent) at the ex- 


pence of another's peace. Adieu, happy 
village! ſaid I; adieu, unhappy fair! (for 
ſuch I doubt ſhe is), And thus, I ſup- 
poſe, will end the ſubject of the village 
belle, 


My brother and his companions are 


with us; and now I muſt tell you ſome- 


thing to their honour. A cottage in the 
vicinity of Roſe Mount being lately by 


accident reduced to aſhes, a poor man, 


his wife, and four children were totally 
deprived of their ſubſtance. My Jenny, 
whoſe heart is ever open to the cries of 
the diſtreſſed, told me of their calamity. 
1 mentioned it at the breakfaſt table. 
My father ſaid he would give the ſteward 
orders to build a cottage on the waſte for 
them, Mr. Melmoth, to my great ſur- 


prize, 


= 
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rize, turned to me, and ſaid, © But, 
* madam, ſomething ought to be done 
4 for them in the preſent exigency: Will 
% you favour us. with your company? 
* becauſe I will anſwer for the other 
« gentlemen; and we will inquire into 
* their ſituation.” I complied without 
heſitation, you may be ſure; and the 
gentlemen left marks of their bounty; 
but Mr. Melmoth went farther, and, 
Inkoovy to me, commiſſioned à neigh- 
bouring farmer to purchaſe a cow and 
. 40 for them, with ſome farming 
utenſils, &c. Very conſiderate, you will 
Aay, this was; and when I made him a 
juſt compliment on the occaſion, he ſaid, 
* Why, Madam, the world has made 
<« very free with my character; but is 
< that any reaſon I ſhould not have ſome 
good qualities? and when I ſee fo 
bright an example (bowing to me) I 
« muſt be abandoned indeed, if I did 
« not in ſacae en endeavour to imĩ- 

19 tate 
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« tate it. To do them all Juſtice, f 
muſt needs repeat that they have behaved 
with tolerable - decency here; and yet T 
wiſh them gone; for, with their beft 
manners, they are not the Company 
pteaſing to your 


Hanarto ViLLARS. 


. 
- * — — 
A. W 4. <A. th. Aa. — 


EET TI 
Lady Luer to Miſs VIILAEB. 


MUST tell you, Harriet, I do not 
like your belle de village ſo well as you 
do. What ſort of eyes ſhe may have, 
I cannot ſay; but I am ſure they cannot 
be diſcerning ones, or ſne would not have 
declined an acquaintance with one that 
muſt have been in any ſituation ſo in- 
Anitely pleaſing. Little did ſhe know the 
honour 


£26 .} 


honour that awaited her.—Nor do I think 
there is any good going forward where 


© there is ſo much myſtery; although I 


muſt acknowledge ſhe has baulked me of 
a tale that I imagined would have equalled 
any heroine in romance: a princeſs in 
diſguiſe (at leaſt) I thought her. —But 
peace be with her and her ſecret : ſhe has 


| leſs diſcernment than Melmoth has; he 


is awakened by the merits of my Harriet, 
and, for the honour of human nature, 
ſeems in ſome degree to endeavour to 
copy them. | 


Well did Mat. Prior ſay, 


% Examples move, when precepts fail.” 


You are a wonderful girl, Harriet. Or- 
pheus made the brutes and trees move; 
but you have the power to add weight to 
feathers, and ſtop their whirligig motion 
in your preſence, Yet, with all your 
good qualities, you are for once blame 
| | able: 


» ba hh 4 0 BY 
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able: you have found fault with Lucy 
in the wrong place; for when I inform 
you an offer was made to me of Lord B. 
for a huſband, ſtrongly enforced by my 
mother, and ſeconded by my father, will 
you not own I have reaſon to complain? 
Could you have thought it? I have 
ſuſpected it for ſome time, which occa- 
ſioned the hints I before gave you: and 
yet I could ſcarcely believe my ears, 
when her ladyſhip informed me Lord B. 
had afked leave of my father to addreſs 
me, and that conſent was given; and his 
lordſhip was to be introduced in form 
the following afternoon. Let me die, if 
I would not ſooner marry one of the 
Cyclops, if ſuch a being exiſted. When 
I expreſſed my deteſtation and aftoniſh- 
ment at ſuch conduct, Nay, Lucy, 
<« (ſaid my mother) only hear him; his 
« lordſhip has ſeen and repented of his 
% former errors; and beſides, he is in 
« great favour with the higher powers.“ 

Ah! 


4 
Ah! there, Harriet, there lies the remp- 
tation, | 


| 9 But ths ye fools, the giivring 
c pait.“ 


3 Temple ſcorns to. 1 lier f fo 
pomp and ſhew. | 


And now I will all 9 you, Harriet, how 
1 received him, His ſeandalous lordſhip 
came to dinner, which I did not expect, 
otherwiſe I would have been indiſpoſed: 
but I was unprepared ; however, I put 
the beſt face that I could upon the mat- 
ter (as, according to-the warrior's phraſe, 
they had ſtolen a march on me); and, 
as it was, his right-honourableſhip had 
but little comfort of my company : for 
all I could ſing or ſay was in praiſe of 
Mr. Hill, who, in imitation of his late 
maſter, chuſes to exalt himſelf to the 
. hill-rop, as a burning and a ſhining light; 

| a ſubject, 


40 51 vain: 3 hearer had no — 


ö 


a ſubjeR, you may be fure, erabhy cal- 
culated to his lordſhip's taſte: he ſtared as 


if he had been at Otaheite, and ſneered i. 


like the beaux deſcribed kf ebe great 


ſatiriſt: 
"= 


In all ſhe ſaid—except to ſtare. 


His judgment was, upon the whole, 


© This lady is the dulleſt ſoul— 


«© She may be handſome, young, and richs 
But none will burn her for a witch,” 


Am I not excellent at quotations, 
Harriet? What would you have done i in 
fuch a cafe? Why, perhaps, you would 
have ſate down and cried, whimpered, 
and ſaid, © Pray, Sir! indeed I cannot 


c comply.“ | Ha! ha! I cannot help 


laughing to think how his expecting lord- 
ſhip looked. — All algebra to him, girl! 
I laugh, and yet I am vexed: but I war- 
rant he never ambles here again on Tre 
an errand, | 


r pb 
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As ſoon as the cloth was removed, I 
withdrew, under pretence to attend Miſs D. 
to the Lock chapel, When I returned, 
all mouths were opened on me at once, 
except my father's. ** Lucy!” exclaimed 
my mother; Lucy!” ſaid uncle John; 
Sister Lucy!“ ſaid Charles; What 
e muſt Lord B. think of you? he will 
% report you for an enthuſiaſt,” —— 
« Better ſo than a libertine, Charles; I 
can defend my principles and conduct; 
e better err on the right ſide.” —— 
« Siſter, I ſhall diſclaim you if you go on 
« jn ſuch a prepoſterous conduct. 
« You! you! diſclaim me! go and ſettle 
« the pattern of your tambour waiſtcoat, 
« and leave to your wiſer ſiſter all theo- 
“ logical diſputes.” Charles ſneaked off 
like his collegue Lord B. So I got quit 
of all the trumpery at once, and retired 
(after due reverence to my mother and 
uncle) to my dreſſing- room, to acquaint 
Lord Malceſter with this laudable tranſ- 
action. 


( 22 ) 


action. After all, Harriet, I am not ſatis- 
fied with myſelf; I have ſhewn too. little 
reſentment, — The verieſt libertine in 
Britain to be offered to your Lucy! My 
heart recoils at the thought. Suppoſe I 
had been attracted by this agreeable rake, 
as too many females have been, and, like 
to many females, concealed it from my 


parents, and (as the country girls ſay) 


for pure downright love had correſponded 
with him, and no honour. or advantage 
had been expected from it but his own. 
fine perſon, (for handſome he really is;) 


when it came to my friends ears, what 


a fine uproar would there have been! 
Who could have thought (ſays one) 
te that Lucy Temple could have done 
„ ſo? “ That a woman of ſentiment: 
and delicacy (ſays another) ſnhould be 


e, capable of loving an immoral man! 
But now the act and deed is all their own, 
it is all right. But is not this a bad 
n Harriet? How can it be ſup - 

Wh 0 | PO 


. 
g poſed their precepts dither minded on 8 
other occaſions? Is it not enough to raiſe 
doubts in young minds, whether religion 
and morality be not a jeſt, a tale to 
ftighten children, like the ſtory of Jack 
the Siant-killer 2— Heighho! I have a 
great mind to elope, and flutter down to 
Roſe Mount; for I am exceedingly diſ- 
_ pleaſed with every one in this town- 
manſion: However, by way of conſo- 
lation, I am to return Miſs Clifford's 
viſit" this evening, and have a ſecond 
edition of her nonſenſe: to refuſe that, 
would give no weight to the grand re- 
fuſal; it would look as if I meant not to 
oblige on any accaſion. Charles is gone 
to attend her fantaſtical ladyſnhip to an 
auction this morning. All the faſhion- 
able follies muſt be her's, or ſhe would 
not think herſelf a woman of diſtinction. 
A propos] Lady L. who you muſt; have 
heard is but lately advanced from a mean 
| oo to a title be fortune, gave a 
| thouſand 


4 
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thouſand pojnds for ſome old pictures, 
which ſhe, dignifies by the name of an- 
tiques, but which in reality are not worth 
a thouſand farthings : but this too is taſte, 
and has been the jeſt of every card-table 


in the polite circle for theſe thtee days, 


and will be fo till ſome new folly of 
the day ariſes to- divert their attention. 
Heaven wy us! what an ney we © five | in! 


i 


Adieu, Harriet! I am 


Your's, 


Ad hat boy © | ESD PLE. - 
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„Rebenberz Makin I niveld your ap- 
probation of my conduct. Conſider, it 
is the cauſe of our ſex, nay, not only of 
our ſex, but alſo of Virtue: for, as the 


proverb ſays, Rho can touch pitch, and 
not be defiled'?** Is there not a line to 
* drawn between virtue and vice? If a 


C3 line 


— 
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2 is drawn, let it be religiouſly ob- 


ſerved; otherwiſe there will be an end of 


o _———ﬀ 2 - 
, _ 


LETTER VI. 


Ions Mataeorn, Efas to Sir Jaurs 
| HazzzDbix E. 


Roſe 2 


ERE I am, Sir James, with Pere- 
grine and two or three more ſuch 
honeſt fellows. My buſineſs, you will 
ſuppoſe, is ſhooting; indeed ir is not; 
I have nobler game in view. But firſt 
let me premiſe, Peregrine Villars has a 
ſiſter (as I ſuppoſe you have heard) ycleped 
Harriet Now this ſame Harriet is 
deemed a nonpareil both in perſon and 

in mind, and certainly ſhe is ſo: as to 

| it - . the 


— 
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the former, I care not a ruſh for it, 
except for a novelty; as to the latter, 
ſhe is pious, modeſt, a great economiſt, 
fond of home, and, in ſhort, has every 
accompliſhment one could wiſh for in a 
wife or ſiſter. Now the fates have decreed 
that I muſt marry, or elſe our paternal 
eſtate muſt deſcend to the B,”s, than 
which J had rather go to the pallies; — 
(an apt ſimile, you will ſay, when I am 
ſpeaking of marriage.) Now Lord Eaſt- 
main has choſen this fair lady for his 
future niece, and that is my errand here; 


although I have not mentioned one word 


of it either to Mr. Villars, Peregrine,” or 
any one: for I muſt obſerve a little, and 
be very wary in my conduct; for ſhe 


| ſeems miſtreſs of a great deal of pene- 


tration, and I would not ſubje&t myſelf 
to a refuſal from the little minx. Fortune 
with her I do not expect; for I believe 


old Villars's affairs are a little embar- 


raſſed: but he has intereſt enough to pro-—- 
C4 cure 
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cure me an Iriſh peerage ;' and -I believe, 
what with family connections and the 
girl's good qualities, this is as tolerable a 
match as I ought to expect. You know 


my. name is up; therefore ſome ceremony 


is required in addreſſing ſuch a piece of 
purity as this. What muſt I do? Why, 


faith, I muſt take up a few. virtues on 


truſt, diſplay them with «lat, introduce 
them d propos, and my buſineſs is done. 
Do you approve of this ſober ſcheme, or 
not? Remember the Eaſt main eſtate de- 
pends on it. But what is to be done 
with Iſabella? Haughty and violent as 


the is, and notwithſtanding her elopement, 


J know, when any pecuniary matter is 
wanting, ſhe will be with me again, and 


then the firſt ſeduction will come rattling 


in my ears. I am ſenſible that Charles 


Temple is fond of her, and ſhe perchance a 
of him. I wiſh I could catch her trip- 
ping, or find out her retreat; I could 
then have a good pretext for breaking 


with 


63300 


with her, which otherwiſe I ſhall be _ 
zled to bring about; for the manner in 
which ſhe would tell her ſtory to the 
unſuſpecting Harriet would ſpoil the de- 
ſign at once. Help me out, Sir James, 
or I am loſt; for I know twenty thouſand 
at Teaſt ſnall I command, if this alliance 
takes place; ; for Lord Eaſtmain will 
grudge no expence on the- occaſion, fo- 


much is he wrapped up in Harriet Villars. 
All theſe' premiſſes conſidered, you will 


own, is a ſufficient” excuſe for the con- 


duct ot eee | 
. aw kt Man * 15. * 
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LETTER Vn. 
Lady Locy TzMeLE to Miſs VII LARS. 


WRITE again, my dear Harriet, 

| without waiting for your anſwer, to 

acquaint you that Lord Mulceſter is ex- 

pected in England next month, and ſo 

improved that he will appear a perfect 

blazing ſtar. Guard your inſenſible heart 

 _ (inſenfible, I mean, as to love) leſt Cupid, 

prince of gods and men, ſhould do your 

buſineſs for you: but Lady Mulcefter you 
ſhall be; therefore | 


_ Repair your ſmiles, awaken Fe grace, 
And call forth, al the wonders of your 
cc face.” 


Z Funde this levity, Harriet 3 I am re- 
duced to the neceſſity of either crying or 
* * * I WO the latter 


* 


0350 ; 


moſt eligible. You know I. dreaded: my 
viſit to Miſs Clifford: Sure never poor 
laſs ſuffered ſuch an eyening as I have 
done! Moſt elegantly was I dreſſed ;— 
* | (when am I otherwiſe? you will ſay) 
Charles was, in the true ſenſe of the word, 
t, as fine as a Lord, Miſs Clifford had 
oO ſcraped all her relations together from 
= the fourth generation to welcome her i- 
o || - tended ſpouſe and ſiſter - in- law; and they _ 
t | were ſo be: dreſſed, and ſo be-dizened, and 
re did ſo ſtare at my brilliant ladyſhip, wo 
l, flaunted away in jonquil and ſilver; and 
ps a moſt elegant ſuit of Bruſſels point, juſt 
Ju arrived from Lord Mulceſter; that I Was, 
to be ſure, rather a figure to be envied: 
(No vanity at all in me, Harrieth Y Two. . 


or three old grimalkins of quality: nent 
tables were juſt ſet, when Lord B. was 
annbunced. He came in: with an air ſo 
i digage," and yet ſo little bf a:fopy and 
"*Y * his compliments with fuck a many 

\ſt ; C 6 8 grace, 


| (35) 
grace, that, in ſpite of my averſion to his 
moral character, I could not ſee him with 
that deteſtation which every honeſt girl 
.ought to have for a libertine. He ſoon 
-lingled/ me out; hoped I was entertained 
at the Lock; he intended to have a ſeat 
there himſelf, as he found it was the 
taſte. (Only think, Harriet, the tafte to 
go to church!) It puts me in mind of 
Dean Swift's adviſing the Duke of Whar- 
ton to take the. frolic of being good. And 
fo we are to change our mode in worſbip 
as we do our caps; and this in the reign 
of a pious Prince and his amiable conſort, 
NEON endeavour to ſet the beſt example.. 


Gu When this ba was 8 Lore'B; 
z vith a delicacy I did not think him capa- 
ble of, made me an offer of his fine per- 
fon: I refuſed: him; but with more good- 
nature than I think he deſerved, allthings 


conſideted. He had the aſſurance to tell 
me, he ſhould not yet deſpair, if by his 
29773 future 
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future conduct he could gain my eſteem. 
(A modeſt hope, you will ſay.) He look- 
ed with very ſignificant eyes at Charles 
and Miſs Clifford: fine advocates he will 
have in them. An excellent creature is 
this ſame Anne Clifford. I will give you 
an inſtance of her humanity: Lord B. 
was invited by Charles to a morning 
party; he excuſed himſelf by ſaying (and 
1 believe with truth) he was engaged to 
attend at the Levee in behalf of an un- 
fortunate youth who lay under ſentence 
of death, whoſe aged mother had been his 
petitioner. Could I, fays he, refuſe?” 
——— © Pſhaw! hang the man, ſaid Miſs 
« Clifford; it will eaſe the mother of a 
« torment, and he will only die a little 


F275 d ͤ . . th. dr. 


Wo, 


5 « white before in the common courſe of 
& « things it would happen.” — My look 
? of indignation would have petrified a 
3 woman of ſenſibility. Lord B. bit his 
1 lip; and Charles bluſhed diſapprobation. 
8 Such a glaring inſtance of the depravity 
4 F FO "ITY 
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of human nature could not eſcape any 
|: © one: but, after a few moments, the cards 


be. -and fiſhes went to work as before. His 
Lordſhip took his leave to purſue the 


n re before- mentioned. 
| From the account I hive now given, 
you will perceive the Devil is not ſo 
black as he is painted. But although I 

have done this juſtice to one philanthropic ill 
virtue in the man, yet your Lucy's heart 
will remain (untouched by ſuch exterior 
qualities. However, when I retired, I 
could not help thinking of the ſweet 

Mrs. G——% Ode to Oberon. As 1 | 
believe you never ſaw 1 1 will tran- 


* 
- An ODE to OBERON.. 
g Jer! * I. 4 f 


. or Pre implor'd the Gods in vain, 
And pray'd till Tam wear): 
For onee nl try my wiſh to gain 
Of Onxnon the Fairr. 
"+ 54, © Sh 
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Sweet airy being! wanton ſpright! 


That lurk'ſt in woods unſeen, // 
And oft by Cynthia's filver light 
Tripp'it gaily o'er the green; 
II. : 
If eber thy pitying heart was mov d, 
And for th Athenian maid who lov'd 
Thou ſought ſt a wondrous ſpell; 
NV. 
| Oh! daes once more Cexert thy pow! 
Haply ſome herb or tree, | 


Sor eien as juice fora beads er. 
Conceals a balm for me. : 


V. 


| I aſk no kind return of love, 


No tempting charm to pleaſe: 


e 
VI. Nor 


640.) 
6 VI. 
Nor peace nor eaſe the heart ean know, 
Which, like the needle true, 
Turns at the touch of joy or woe, 
But; turning; trembles too. 


7 VII. 


Far as diſtreſs the ſoul can wound, 
Lis pain in each degree; 
| Tis 5% but to a ear band, 
Bund is ag J 


"vl. 
Take then this-treach*rous ſenſt of mine, 
Which dooms me ſtill to ſmart; 
Which pleaſure can to pain refine; 
To pain new pangs impart. 


Oh! haſte to ſhed the ſacred balm, | 
My ſatter'd nerves new ſtring ; 
And for my gueſt, ſerenely cam, 
The Nymph InDIITIEMENCx bring. 
Rod 1 X. At 


o NL K. 
At her approach, ſee Horz, ſee Fean, 


See ExpEoTAT1ON fly, | 
With DisaPPoINTMENT in the _, 
That blaſts the man Joy. 


XI. 
The tear which pity taught to bon, 
My eyes ſhall then diſown; ; 


The heart that throbs at orÞers wit, 
Shall Hows ſcarce feel its own. 


Ht; 
The wounds, which now dal moment 
For evęr then ſhall cloſe; LIED [bleed, 


And tranquil days ſhall ſtill ſucceed 
To nights of calm repoſe. 


XIII. It 22 * 
0 Fairy Elf, but grant me this 
This one kind comfort ſend; * 1 75 
And ſo may never- fading bliſs '' 
Thy flow'ry paths attend,, 
„„ IV. So 
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| XIV. 

So may the glow-worm's glimm'ring light 
Thy tiny footſteps lead | 
To ſome new region of delight, 
 Untrod by mortal tread! 


XV. 


And be the acorn goblet fill'd 

With heav'n's ambroſial dew, _ 

From ſweeteſt, freſheſt flow'rs diſtill'd, 
That ſhed freſh ſweets for you! 


XVI. 

And what of life remains for me, 

I! paſs in ſober eaſe; 

Half pleas'd, contented will I be, 
Content but half to pleaſe. 


Pray let me quickly have your opinion 
of the above, and my laſt; for my ideas 
are. ſtrangely. confuſed 3 and when they 


will be ſettled, Heaven only knows. 


Adieu, Harriet! _ Your's, 


L. Tzurrz. 


ht 
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LETTER VIII. 


Sir JAMES HAZZELDINE to Jonn 


MELMOTH, Eſq. 


APPROVE of your ſcheme, Jack, 
in all its branches. I have heard of 
Harriet Villars; and by all accounts ſhe 
is a nonpareil. As to a wife; why, it is 


a mere nominal affair in theſe days. A 


man has no more to do with a wife than 
he has with a conveyance : the- lawyers are 


the principals; you have only to ſign 
and ſeal, and receive the money. Your 
' honour will be ſafe with ſuch a girl as 
- Miſs Villars; and that is all you need to 
-care for. You' may purſue your ſchemes 
of pleafure as uſual; leave your meck, 
dutiful conſort to mind her bantams and 


bee-hives; and when you are tired of 
variety, except the name of wife makes 


her — _ you may enjoy a month 


agreeably 


AM 44.9 
agreeably enough at Eaſtmain or Roſe 
Mount with the pious ideot, who will 
think it her duty to receive you with 


complacence, | and to make all things as 
comfortable af poſſible, N 


I have ſeen Lord Eaſtmain: he chuck- 
led with joy to think you approved his 
ſcheme; for I read your letter to him, 
if it may be called reading it to reverſe 
every line, and make you a mere moral 
fellow, and deſperately in love with the 
fair Harriet. I thought his gouty lord- 
i would have danced with his crutches. 
= Now this i is as it ſhould be, (cried he): 
* what he faid to me I did not mind; 
but he certainly has wrote his ſenti- 
« ments to you, who are his friend,” — 
Les, old Square toes, thought I, he cer- 
tainly has, but not fit for * eye, till 
n aas is deen ns gevric got 


40 to your PROPPYY n Iſabella, 
1 80 by no means find out her retreat; 
| but 
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pat patience and perſeverance will do all 
things. T hope ſhe is abroad, and will 


ſtay there till you are ſhackled; and then 


ſne may come if ſhe pleaſes: for girls 
bred in Miſs Villars's manner will think 
it their duty to nurſe both your miſtreſs. 
and her baſtards, if ſhe ſhould chance to 
have any. And this is the comfort of 
thoſe (nonſenſical) virtuous women, as 
they chooſe to call themſelves; = Vour 
perſon, and your ſpecious manner, when, 
you pleaſe, may perhaps attract the girl, 
if chat ſpirited little devil Lucy Temple 
(who muſt have heard of ſo many of 
your frolics) does not caution her againſt 


you. Lou know the friendſhip that ſub- * 


ſiſts between them, and to what romantic 
lengths girls carry their friendſhips, eſpe- 
cially if oppoſed; and that old Villars 


may do, if Lucy ſhould tarnper win 


Harriet; therefore fecure Lady Lucy, 
and all is ſafe. Lord B. is addreſſing 


this delicate termagant ; ; if he ſucceeds in 
» | his 
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his ſuit, then ſurely you may in your's. 


Charles Temple is already married (in; 


the news- papers) to Miſs Clifford: but 


I fancy the match is really in great for- 
wardneſs. Thus will a hundred and 
twenty thouſand pounds be thrown. away 
upon his paper ſkull. But fools have 


fortune. Why could I not have thought 


of this, or why could you not have put 
me in mind of it? An egregious blunder, 
Jack, have we made between us; for 
certainly I am (I think I may without 
vanity fay ſo) a much cleverer fellow than. 
he is. Be quick'in your movements for 
that abridgement of the Practice of Pieiy, 


Lord Mulceſter, is expected every hour, 


and he may do you much miſchief with 
both the girls. Remember, if you ſuc- 
ceed, I expect you take up the mortgage 
of Hazzeldine Hall without a 
eee 50 je. 


Tour * 


J. HAzzzlpixk. 


- 


| Ta": | 
] have juſt heard of Lord Belmount's 
being appointed ambaſſador to; 
f fo, the face of affairs will be changed. 


* 
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It | - 
r,, I Miſs VitLars to Lady Lvcy Tzurrz. 
it END you my opinion, my dear? 
n. Alas! I know not what to ſay.— 
r What can ſuch a young creature as I am 
„ ſay on ſuch an occaſion? My ſentiments 
„ can only be thoſe of nature, and books; 
h all theory. You know the manner in 
wich my aunt Bechamp educated me. 
e Her early diſappointment from Lord G. 
» | gave her a ſtrong diſlike to nobility; 


which antipathy increaſed with years and 
ſolitude. My mother, as you have heard, 
was her darling. Harriet was ſo happy as 
' . : to 
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to ſucceed to that place in her affections. 
The good old lady was frequently point- 
ing out to me the rocks and ſhoals, 
whereon unexperienced young women are 
almoſt continually wrecked, — The Court 
I was taught to ſhun as an infected place; 
- and mankind in general was ſet up as a 


| beacon to me. I muſt acknowledge my 
- aunt was too narrow-minded in ſome 


things. The falſehood of a man ſhe had 
tenderly loved, had ſoured her temper, 
and contracted her ideas; yet ſome of 
her maxims were well-grounded. My 
aunt's knowledge of the world was in- 
diſputable. remember once ſhe ſaid to 
me, on ſuſpicion that I caſt a favourable 
eye on an officer of horſe quartered near 
her villa, (and indeed it was but ſuſpicion, 
for on my honour I never yet beheld 
man with a preference) I blame you 


| s not at preſent, (ſaid ſhe) Harriet; and 


& only propoſe to give you ſome advice 
ä 6 ay your future conduct. At your age 
a © the 
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et the heart is ſuſceptible of the ſofteſt _ 

&« impreſſions, and Nature perhaps did 

e not mean that they ſhould be con- 

« cealed: but the treachery of one ſex = 

* has made diflimulation neceſſary in the 


« other; and the inclination which the 
«© men ſhew to take advantage of our 


* weakneſs, ſhould teach us to diſguiſe 


our feelings.” What think you of 
this, Lucy? Can you diſſemble? I think, 


not; if not, I tremble for you, This 


dangerous, but amiable libertine may at- 
tract my Lucy more than ſhe is at preſent 
aware of. For heaven's ſake, my love, 
fly to Roſe Mount: I do not fear-the 
authority of your parents ſo much as I 
do your own heart. Diſcard the firſt 
ſenſation of tenderneſs for one who can- 
not deſerve you—at leaſt, till a year or 
two of probation may in ſome degree 
have aſcertained his reformation : and yet 
even then can a reformed rake deſerve 
my Lucy ? — Theſe are the ſentiments 
— D and 
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and doubts of the country-bred Harriet, 
perhaps owing to the firſt rudiments 
taught her by her aunt, who took care 
that ſhe ſhould not be thrown into the 
way of temptation. The fortune pro- 
| poſed for me my father is to enjoy during 
his life, after which it is to deſcend to 
me, under certain reſtrictions: this you 
already know; but the reaſon for it, 
given in her will, I believe you do not: 
it is, that I may not be liable to be 
ſought after for my fortune, which, with- 
out that addition, is but very moderate, 
(for my brother muſt and will be ſup- 
ported like a man of faſhion); and as 
my reverſionary proſpects are ſo uncer- 
tain, I ſhall not be in much danger from 
the beaux of this age, except I would 
* *unfought be won.” And now, my 
dear, you have my thoughts on the prin- 
cipal ſubject of your two laſt letters: 
I would by no means arrogate to myſelf 
the right of judging; I only ſpeak the 

0 ſentiments 
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ſentiments of a heart that loves you beyond 
common deſcription, 


I admire the Ode to Oberon; the 
fancy is pretty : but would we in reality 
wiſh to diveſt ourſelves of our feelings? 
would you, in particular, wiſh to deprive 


yourſelf of that heart felt pleaſure which 


reſults from the conſciouſneſs of having 
done a benevolent action, relieving the 
fatherleſs, and chearing the widow's heart? 
How have 1 ſeen your dear eyes ſparkle 
with joy on ſuch an occaſion! Keep your 
ſenſibility, my dear ; thouſands will be 
the better for it; while your liberal mind 
breathes love to all who deſerve it. 


What an unfeeling being is Miſs Clif- 


ford! a ſtranger to thoſe paſſions that 


prompt the pleaſing woe; nor indeed are 
half the women of her claſs much better; 


cards and diſſipation, like Aaron's rod, 
ſwallow every other conſideration — But Feet: 
hence reflection on ſuch a ſenſeleſs train 
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of animals; they taſte no real joys, there- 
fore ought to feel no real pain. — I wiſh 
Lord Mulceſter were arrived; he would, 
I truſt, adviſe and guide all for the beſt. 


And now I ſhall conclude with Oberon's 


anſwer to the fair writer: 
| J. ; - a 


Tell her with fruitleſs care Pve ſought; 


And thro' my realms with wonder fraught 
Tho” remedies abound, 
No grain of cold Indifference 


Was ever yet ally'd to ſenſe 


In al my Fairy ground. 
oy N 
If Heav'n to minds like her's impart 
The gen'rous ſoul, the feeling heart, 
Tobey is mortal's duty: _ 


I dare not change the fix'd decree z 


Thoſe doom'd to pleaſe, cannot be free 
Such is the lot of beauty. 


Farewell, Lucy! lam 


. Ever your's, 


HARRIET VILL ARS. 


5 
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LETTERS 
Lady Lucy TxMPLE to Mals VILLARS. 


ou have really frightened me, 

Harriet! Dear girl, what terrible 
phantoms have you conjured up! What | 
have I faid or done, to make you ſup- 5 


poſe your Lucy's liberty in danger? No, = 


Harriet, I defy the whole difſembling. 
ſex. Let others venture on the rake 
. I will not. Down to Roſe 
Mount would I wing my flight imme 
diately; but this gewgaw wedding de- 
tains me. Tou know, it would not be 
dee med very decent to leave town (at 
leaſt ſome ſtrange reaſon would be aſſigned 
for it) when my brother's marriage is {6 
near. Oh! the preparations and the buſtle! 
The gallant Lady my mother and Charles 


are out all day making purchaſes; and 


W's am 


* 
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am teazed to death with giving my opk- 
nion. I ſometimes, for want of attention, 
fay Les,“ when I ſhould ſay No,” 
cc. On ane of thoſe occaſions Charles 
took occaſion to be very witty, and re- 
peated the following lines: 


« Scarce knows what diff*rence is between 
Rich Flanders lace and Colberteen 
ll undertake, my little Nancy 

* In flounces has a better fancy: 
With all her wir, I would not aſk 
Her judgment how to buy a maſk.” 


Baut enough of this ſubje&, and every 
bother ſubject but that of the incloſed.— 
Can any other lord or lordling be worth 
notice, after this deſcription of Lord 
Belgrave ? I wiſh the original were come; 
but you, enchaating girl, ſhall not ſee 
him till I have et my cap at him. Do 
not call me ſelfiſh; ſuch a black ſwan is 

worth aiming at. 
Next 


POT Or og. yh, 
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. 
Next Sunday evening is the important 


one to Charles and Lady Anne: an eve- 


ning that, I doubt, neither of them will 
with pleaſure remember this time twelve 


months. —I wiſh I may err in my judge 


ment. 


* 


Before I conclude, let me ſay a word 


or two concerning your aunt's diſpoſition 


of her fortune. Why, odd ſoul! (peace 


be to her memory!) ſhe has taken the 


only method to throw you into the power 
of ſome worthleſs fellow, who, ſtruck with 


your exterior charms, without thinking 


of the value of your interior ones, will 
purchaſe you of your father, and your 


| ſoft ſoul will be too much intimidated not 
to comply with the ſtately Mr. Villars's | 


commands; whereas, (witneſs me} were 


you independent, they could only pro- 
poſe. — Remember, Harriet, caution for 


caution. 


— 


„ Adieu! 


/ 


. 4 
5 
© 
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Adieu! Although whimſical, I am, 
and; whilſt the warm blood runs in my 
Fun: ever agen moth 


 Your's, 


L. TEMPLE, 
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LETTER XI. 
; Lord MvLczsrzR to Lady L. TzmeLz: 
[lncloſed in the preceding. 


omar) December 14s 17—. 
NI dear Locr, 


heart, (a name more ſacred than 
chat included! in the fraternal tie) congra- 
tulates you on your rejection of Lord B. 


FOUR brother, the friend of your, 


He 


£©A A mul 


| ( 37 } i 
He knew Lucy would not be caught by 


outward form: never once was he de- 


ceived in his ſiſter, —What can 1, what 
muſt I ſay of my honoured parents on 
this occaſion ? Cuſtom alone can be plead- 
ed in their behalf: they depend on the 
merits of their daughter, and think it is 
in her power to reclaim, and bring back 
to- the path of morality, one over whom 
they may preſume ſhe might have ſo 
much influence. So think the fond pa- 
rents — But a depraved mind cannot feel; 
cannot taſte, half Lucy's virtues. May 
not my fiſter, in endeavouring to purify, 
I had almoſt ſaid — be contaminated? 
We live in an age that looks lightly over 
what I call not ſmall crimes, although the 
bon ton may deem them ſuch. Vet I may 
truſt your principles are too well fixed to 
be ſhaken : but vice, by being familiarly * 


ſeen, does not ſhock ſo much as when ſhe « 


firſt ſhews her ugly viſage. I do not 
mean any particular reflection on Lord B. 
| D; He 


31 

He is certainly bleſſed with good ſenſe 
and good nature, and has many to keep 
him in countenance even in his groſſeſt 


faults; but a man of ſuch a caſt cannot 
be a ſuitable huſband for Lucy Temple. 


. 


0 Te has been hinted to me, Lucy, that 


my dear and honoured father is propoſed 
as. ambaſſador to V—, Sure he will 
not accept ſuch an arduous taſk, Why 
ſhould he fatigue himſelf with ſtate affairs, 


when there are ſo many younger perſons, 


whoſe perfe& health and ſtrength of fa- 
culties render them more fit for fuch an 
office? Did it become me to remonſtrate 
on the occaſion, I would, with all ſub- 
miſſion, adviſe his Lordſhip to. decline 
an honour, that I am afraid would, if 


5 accepted, in ſuch a climate prejudice his 
conſtitution. My uncle Stanly and Charles, 


I doubt, have been the ſecret projectors 
of this ſcheme. Charles has no ideas ſe- 
parate from magnificence; and, in this 

| a 
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age of elaborate luxury, all means muft 


be taken to ſupport the glare of ſhew. 
Pardon me, Lucy, if I write rather too 
ſeverely of Charles; but I have reaſon to 
be very much diſpleaſed with him, I 
ſhall write to him ſhortly, as ſomething 
has occurred to prevent my paying my 
duty to my dear father and mother, and 
viſiting my native country, for ſome time 
yet. * 


In about a month from this date, a 
friend, whom I much eſteem, propoſes 


to be in London. You muſt have heard A 


of Lord Belgrave. His father, the. late 
Lord, without any juſt, or indeed plauſible 
reaſon, baniſhed his amiable ſon, allow- 
ing him only a trifling annuity—trifling 


in compariſon of his rank; yet he was 


never heard to murmur or complain. 


When, about three years ſince, the late 


1 


Earl was attacked by a malignant fever, 


he then ſa his error, and recalted his 
| Ds faultleſs 


1 


— 


faultleſs ſon, who only arrived time enough 
to take a laſt. farewell. The good, the 
pious youth, ſhocked with his father's 
death, at a time when he hoped to have 
been the ſupport of his declining years, 
could not bear the ſcene; wherefore, 
having given proper-orders to his ſteward, 
and paid his ſiſters (whom I ſuppoſe you 
may have ſeen) their fortunes, he returned 
again to the continent, where Providence 
threw him in my way, as a bleſſing that 
will ſweeten, I hope, my future life. He 


is a wonder, my Lucy. Could I be ſo 


happy to call him brother! But that is 
beyond my hope; for, all excellent as 
my fiſter is, ſhe is not the perſon adapted 
to Frederick's turn of mind: the mild, 
the timid, the gentle Miſs Villars would 
rather be an object of his attention. 
However, guard your heart, Lucy: for, 
beſides his mental accompliſhments, he is 
handſome beyond deſcription — then ſuch 
expreſſive eyes! his very ſoul may be 
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read in them. He has ſought all oppor- 
tunities of improving his mind by ſtudy, 
converſation, and travel. He is not only 
acquainted with all the ſciences, but with 
all the profeſſors throughout Europe. In 
ſhort, he has fo well mixed and digeſted 
his knowledge of men and books, that 
he is at this time one of the moſt accom- 
pliſhed perſons of the age. His Lord- 
ſhip will do me the favour to bring with 
him a congratulatory letter to Charles, 
and ſome preſents for his bride : till which 
time adieu, my liſter | May Heavens 
guard you! þ 


* 


G. MULCESTER. - 


Remember me in the moſt reſpectful 
terms to your beloved Harriet. 


LETTER 
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LE TTE A XII. 


; Miſs IS ABELLA EczzToN to Miſs 
SPENCER. 


17 HEN will you return, Nancy? 
| I ſhall be at a ſtand without you. 
1 have a noble plot in my head. That 
_ doating fool, Charles Temple, is going 
to marry a rich heireſs. On the. firſt 
ridings I received of this, I hurried to 
town. Fanny, having her leſſon ready, 
went to him in the deplorables; told him 
her poor love-ſick miſtreſs had been in 
fits ever ſince ſhe had heard the news; 
and begged him, if he ever loved me, to 
haſten to me as ſoon as poſſible, And 
a accordingly away came the tender fool 
to the frantic Iſabella, 


& Who was wild raving, in a darken'd 
„ chamber, 
« Of ſeas of milk and ſhips of amber.” 


Oh! 


ſs 


ö 
| 
| 
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Oh! how he ſoothed, and begged, and 
prayed! I threatened to leave him imme- 
diately; told him how innocent (mind 
that, Nancy) I might have been, had I 
never liſtened to his deluding tongue; in 
Mort, I made myſelf a paragon of virtue. 
He told me, as a younger brother he 
could not maintain me as he wiſhed; 
that his match (and he valiantly ſwore 
to it) was a match of intereſt; and that 
I ſhould reap the ſweets of it. Aﬀer- 
wards, with tears, menaces, and all to- - 


| gether, I made him take me to Carliſle 


Houſe, where his ſiſter and intended ſpouſe - 
were. —I ſaw the tall, aukward monſter 
dangling on Charles's arm, dreſſed in a 
rich fancy dreſs, and his ſiſter as a ſul- 
tana: ſhe was by far the moſt elegant 
figure in the room (myſelf excepted); ' 
but, thank my ſtars! I took an oppor- 
tunity to inſult her, and all the titled 
prudes around me. It has been hinted 


to me, that Melmoth alſo is in ſearch of 


a wife: 


"CM ) 
a wife: be it ſo—he may have half a 
dozen if he will; all I want of him is 
money. I know he has ſhaken off his 
fetters, and fears me more than he loves 
me. However, Melmoth may lie by for 
the preſent; all thoughts are at preſent 
taken up with Lord Belgrave. By my 
ſpies I underſtand he is preparing for 
England : I flatter myſelf he has not be- 
held me with indifference, Oh! Nancy, 
he is the man worth ſeeking after — 
handſome, young, and, what crowns all, 
has a clear eſtate, beſides being extremely 
rich in ready caſh; and then ſo elegant! 
ſo gallant! that beauty marks him for 


her own. I left Italy precipitately, on 


purpoſe that he might follow me. He 
knows not what or who I am.— Curioſity 
is the ſureſt hold over a man.—If he 
comes to ſeek me, as 1 hope and truſt 
he does, I will throw myſelf by accident 
in his way; and then, if I ſhould ſucceed, 

I will let you farther into the ſcheme. — 
1 wiſh 


** 
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I wiſh you was near me. Make haſte 
and coax the ugly old frig oht out of a 
ſettlement then laugh at bim, and fly to 
me.— When Charles has got his gawky' 8 
3 and I have received my ſhare of 
the ſpoil, I will retire to S, that the 
country air may freſhen my complexion, 
and I may acquire from the village maids 
a look of innocence; though indeed you 
know I can form my features to any 
thing. And ſo much for this time ſays | 


Your well-wiſher, Ry 


"> # z 


TSABELLA EGERTON. 


LETTER 


Et Q'). 


rr XIE 
Miſs VitLars to Lady Lvcy TzMPLE. 


LAS! Lucy, I complained ta you 
once for want of a ſubje& whereon 

to write; but have now one indeed! — 
Our viſitors went away yeſterday ; Pere- 
grine accompanied them part of the way, 
On his return he looked very important: 
% Brother, (ſaid I) you will be at a loſs 
« without your companions in this ſoli- 
« tude.” I fancy (returned he) one 
e of them will not be long abſent.” — 
And then my father was cloſeted for half 
an hour. —At length out came the ſecret, 
that, for ſome reaſons, it was ſuppoſed 
Mr. Melmoth was captivated with me. 
4e If ſo, (ſaid my father) I would have 
% you think of it; for he is a conqueſt 
« worth ſecuring.” (Mr. Melmoth a 
queſt worth ſecuring, my dear!) I 
| looked 
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looked with aſtoniſhment. ** Nay, give 
« yourſelf no unneceſſary airs, Harriet, 
„ (faid Peregrine) I only ſpeak it as 1 
« wiſh; conſider what a fortune he will 


| « have, if he marries with Lord Eaſt- 


„% main's approbation.” Now do ! fore- 
ſee a ſcene of trouble for me, if my 
brother has a foundation for what he calls 
his hope. I know not how I ſhall 
conduct myſelf on the occaſion. ' What 
buſineſs had my brother to bring his 
companions here to diſturb the peaceful 
retreat of 


| Your affectionate 
H. Viltaks? 


cue my abrupt concluſion, as I am 


ſummoned by my father. I beg to hear 


from you by the return of the poſt. My 
father has had another attack of the gout. 
e more Adigut 


LETTER © 


( 68 ) 1 
he 
IT 5 ne 
ER. * 
i 5 | al 
Lady Lucy TzweLz to Miſs VIIIARS. ! 
22 f 
My dear HARRIET, 

T CAN excuſe any thing from you in 
ſuch a ſituation; but I think your 0 
fears are groundleſs. Melmoth muſt have . 
the impudence of Satan, if he can ven-! 


ture to addreſs you: the jarring elements 
are not more different than your ſenti- 
ments and his. Your father and brother 
may wiſh. ſuch a thing to take place, as 
it is the faſhion to wiſh decent girls tied 
to {ng we (witneſs our good folks.) 
But, my dear, you are in the land of 
liberty, and certainly, like our repreſen- 
tatives of liberty, may cry Aye! or No! 
—— Beſides, girl, Melmoth would not 
8 have 


8. 
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have an angel without money; not that 


] believe the fellow to be a miſer, but 


he cannot go to Newmarket without that 


neceſſary ingredient; and ſooner than re- 


nounce Newmarket, he would renounce 


all the women in Europe: and Mr. Vil- 
lars will not be in haſte to diſpoſe of you 
if the ſhining duſt js wanted. So much 
for Mr. Melmoth. 


And now let me inform you that Lord 


Charles and his Lady (yes, my dear, his 
Lady) preſent their moſt reſpectful com- 
pliments to you, Mr. Villars, and Mrs. 
Villars; and they have ſent the favours 
(pompous ones you will ſee they are) 
which you will receive with this, and 
hope you will do them the honour to 
wear them. | 


We are ſo fond of our new title! our 


milliner's boxes, directed to Lady Charles 
Temple, are contemplated with ſo much 
| Pm 
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pleaſure! our cards, our meſſages, are alf 


ſo many rapturous objects! — Then what 

ſhall we be to-morrow, when we are pre- 

ſented! —I am afraid the circle and the 

great ſtairs will not contain us.— 

Oh! vanity! vanity ! how eee is thy 
ſway! 


F told you, Hatriet, I would forgive 
you any thing; but, on ſecond thought, 
let your fears be never ſo great, you 
might have dropped one word of Lord 
Belgrave and George: ſurely the ſubject 
is worth a line. I find that George has 
wrote to his Lordſhip, and very ſeriouſly 
I ſuppoſe; for my mother was in a cloſe 
conference with him for near an hour: — 
I gueſs the contents, although they have 
not as yet tranſpired. 


I dine to-day with my new ſiſter 
No doing without Lady Lucy, her taſte 
is ſo elegant! — Mrs. Vareny's name is 

| announced 
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e 
announced below — Dear woman! I fly to 
meet her, my. ſecond Harriet. 
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She is juſt gone: the occaſion of her 
kind viſit was to beg I would inform you 
that Miſs Vareny is ſeized with the ſmall- 
pox; the whole family would otherwiſe. 
have paid you a viſit at Roſe Mount, 
and left Miſs Vareny with you till ſpring 
but this unfortunate diſorder has prevented 
what would have been ſo ede to 
you. 


If you ſhould have occaſion to ſend to 
my brother's wife, you muſt dire&t . To 
the Honourable Lady Charles Temple.” 
I thought proper to enforce this caution, 
as you and I are apt to be deficient in 
point of etiquette, Adieu! 


L. TemeLE. 


% 
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LETTER XV. 


Miſs I8saBELLA EOERTO&R to Miſs 
SPENCER, 


Dear Nancy, 


LAD to the heart am T, that your 
3 ſettlement is in ſuch forwardneſs: 
go on and proſper, girl! I have now to 
inform you, that Charles Temple is mar- 
ried, and has ſent me a bank-note, value 
one thouſand pounds, with a direction to 
retire to Italy, France, or whereſoever 1 
pleaſe abroad, to ſoothe my ſorrow, till 
common decency will permit him to fly 


to me. He is moſt woefully ſorry that 
he muſt be denied the pleaſure of ſeeing 
me. He hopes it will not affect my 
health, (egregious fool!) I am to have 
another note of the ſame value within a 

month, by the way of Holland, if I will 
| ſend 


. 
fend him my direction incloſed to the 
Cardigan. Now, Nancy, as I have my 
reaſons for not appearing in town, you 

lis muſt, for a day or two, You ſhall have 
a letter ready for the occaſion, the draught 

| payable to me only. Bring it ſafe 'to me, 
and two hundred pieces ſhall be . | 


reward. 
ur 5 N 
N. I am here at S—— very happy, my 3 
I buſband (al Tom Conway) with me. 
* It is not the firſt time he has ſerved me i 
ue for a huſband. 1 really have a regard for - 
to ; | | | 
Tom: he is a fine young fellow, you 
K will acknowledge. He muſt be diſpatched 
6 on an errand before you come: his notions | 1 
are rather too delicate to bear the honeſt 5 1 


arts which you and I are obliged to call 
"SW to our aid. In the mean time, if you 
n) can find me a genteel child, about three 


ow or. four years old, (no matter whether | 
* male or female) whoſe parents will re: 
1 nounce all claim to it — gentee], I Han 5. | 
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In perſon; as to appearance, I ſhall take 
care of that — it will anſwer a purpoſe to 


me, which ſhall be diſcloſed when vou 
ſee at 8 


2 


LETTER XVI. 


Mit ViLLars to Lady Lucy TeMPLE, 


E AD the incloſed, 1 and tell 
me whether my fears are groundleſs. 


e 


I will ſuppoſe you have read both 
What can I do? Which way ſhall I turn 
me? A treatment ſo very different from 
what I had reaſon to expect, has put me 

off 


is 


4 
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off my guard. When my honoured father 
had his anſwer ready, before he ſigned it 
he ſent to me. My Harriet, (ſaid he) 
© my beſt · beloved, my dutiful girl, will 
«© you empower your father to ſend this 
« anſwer to Lord Eaſtmain? 4 Sir, 
« Sir, (heſitated the trembling fool) it 
« cannot, it cannot be; I cannot behold 
% Mr. Melmoth with a preference. 
do not ſuppoſe you can, Harriet; 
<« but time, (as he is a man of ſenſe) 


e time will increaſe his virtues, and leſſen 


e the number of his vices. I was not 
* worthy of your mother, Harriet ; and 
e yet, by her prudence, a happier couple 
« never exiſted in the faſhionable world.” 

Ny agitation, my natural timidity 
overpowered me; the letter was ſigned, - 
ſealed, and ſent, 5 


Dear Lady 1 adviſe me, help to 
extricate me from this difficulty. What 
ſhall I do? The frightful man will be 

E 2 | here. 
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here. Oh! for two or three grains of 
your ſpirit, ſo juſtly exerted! It muſt 
Not, it cannot be, J have reaſoned with 
myſelf, as much as I am capable of 
reaſoning, and cannot comprehend what 
can be meant by forcing a young woman 
into a marriage, becauſe it is termed 
honourable and advantageous, when ſhe 
Wants none of thoſe honours or advan- 
tages. Am I not contented as I am? 
What ſhall I profit by the change, bur 
loſing my own name and family, perhaps 
to perpetuate that of a mere ſtranger? 
And, beſides all this, in what light am J 
to be looked on but as an upper ſervant? 
having nothing mine (in a proper ſenſe) 
more than a child has, whoſe father 
allows him, to call any ching his, though 
without leave he cannot diſpoſe. of the 
ſmalleſt part. You know, Lucy, I am 
neither - mercenary nor ambitious; yet I 
would wiſh to know, what honour or 
advantage (allowing what I ſay to be juſt) 

| can 


1 
can 1 gain from ſuch an alliance, or 
indeed any alliance at all? Marriage may 


be honourable, but to me it is not defire- 


able. Of friendſhip I hope I am capa- 
ble; you, my Lucy, have lately taught 
me that noble ſenſation. I love ſociety, 
that is, my choſen few; but am intimi- : 
dated at the thoughts of the great world: 
I am not formed for ſuch magnificence. 
Even the lonely cot and ruſſet gowrr . 
much better ſuit the humble ideas of | 
your Harriet. 


Love I have no notion of, nor indeed 
ever ſhall, from thoſe who have profeſſed 
it for me: they have made it the moſt 


- Inconſiſtent thing I ever heard of; they 
drink rivers of bliſs, where there is not 


a ſtream to be ſeen; make mighty floods 
to run, where there is not moiſture enough 
to drown a fly; they live without a heart; 
they fly on the wings of love, when they 
are not poſſeſſed of a ſingle feather : 

E 2 according 
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3 to their accounts, Cupid is the 
emperor of the whole earth; every heart 


feels, and every tongue confeſſes, his 
power; muſic, poetry, and wit are his 
hand- maids; anger, revenge, and diſap- 
pointment are his followers and attend-' 
- ants; deſpair and death his body-guards ; 
in ſhort, his votaries are the moſt contra- 
dictory beings in nature. From Love, 
and his votaries, may your Harriet be 
i , ever defended! | — Good heavens! Lucy, 
I ham out of breath — Mr. Melmoth is 
come in a phaeton and four — What ſhall 
1 da, Lucy! ? Pity and pray for 


Your 


HARRIET VILLARS, 


LETTER 
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L E Ys T E R XVII. 
wp Low TamPuE to Miſs VitLans. 


HY, Harriet, I thought you were 

refinement itſelf before; but you 
have now refined on yourſelf; and talked 
as learnedly on love and marriage, as 


' Rouſſeau has done in his £0iſe of reli- 


gion and morality, till we cannot tell, by 
his way of reaſoning, what either means: 
and you, my dear, have diſtinguiſhed 
away the meaning both of love and mar- 


riage, according to the common accep- 


tation of the words; not but I agree with 
you in ſome points, and wiſh we might 
all remain in the primitive ſtate of inno- 
cence, till the men creatures are bronght 
to a more honourable compoſition. This 
is the preſent language: but whether we 
ſhould not alter our ſentiments, were we 
E 4 „ 


( 8 ) 
to be ſtruck by the appearance of ſome 
inſinuating wretch of the lordly ſex, and 
ſuffer our fancies to run away with our 
- judgments? We ſhould then join the 


multitude, and plead: cuſtom for our ſub- 


miſſion. — A witty author ſays, that Love 
and Death have their fatalities, and ſtrike 
home ſome time or other. — You ſhake 
your wiſe head, and ſay,“ That may be 
- the cale with ſuch, a town pred girl as 
& Lucy ;“ but you are in vulnerable 
So the. fable ſays Achilles, was—all -but 
his heel. And, believe me, your little 
heart will not. be more capable of reſiſt- 
ing the dart of fate than the hero's heel. 


believe me, human nature is human na- 


ture, and you, with all your perfections, 


muſt not expect to be exempt from its 
e | 


Would not a l Paſtor Fido be a great 
| addition to your lonely cot. and ruſſet 
gown? 
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gown? — ah! and if you will be honeſt, 
as much to be coveted as a ſtar and blue 
ribband dancing attendance at my toilet. 
And ſo much for philoſophy, at leaſt 
female philoſophy; — But, my dear, I can 
gueſs ſomething from what you ſay ; but 
you forgot to incloſe any thing; there- 
fore I muſt defer my ſerious ſentiments 
till I hear from you again, and in the 
mean time will give you arr account of 
our parade yeſterday. The Earl went, 
the Counteſs went, I went, and the ſer- 
vants, in blue and filver and crimſon 
velvet, the principal part of the ſhew. 
Yes, my dear, the ſervants, chairs and 
coaches. make a principal- part of the 
ſnew, and the gaping croud are equally 
as well ſatisfied with them, as with the 
jewels and tilſues that adorn. the perſons. 
thoſe equipages are dreſſed and painted to- 
attend and carry: for, after all, thoſe fine 
clothes and gems are only to treat the 
ou of the public; nor 1s there one in a. 
| Bis hundred 


(82 ) 


hundred who appear at court (would they 
be ſo honeſt as to on it) that would not 
be much mortified, if there were not 


what they call an aſſembly of mob ga- 


thered. together in the great court and 
guard-room to admire their finery. I | 
could name twenty who would not, in 
the winter ſeaſon, go in their chairs to 
the foot of the great ſtairs; but rather 
choſe to parade it from their chariots at 
the great gate, through. the ranks of 
chairmen, footmen, and foot-guards, &c. 
eſpecially if they had the leaſt pretenſions 
to beauty; and, after all, did they but 
know or hear the reflections caſt on them 


by the honeſt ſouls whom they had taken 
fo much pains to oblige, how ſmall would 
de their Wan | ; 


But now you ſhalt hear EE ne paraded 
from the great gate, you may be ſure) : 
The Counteſs. in a rich geld ſtuff :- next 
old aunt Harman flaming in ſcarlet and 

gold, 


1 (83) 
y gold, Hike the ruins: of an old caftle: the 


It Bride in a moſt elegant. brocade, the 
t ground ſilver, with ſprigs of the winter- 
a cherry; over the whole front of the pet- 
d ticoat was a ſilver net; the trimmings are 
I BY fprigs of laureſtinus, compoſed chiefly of 
n pearls, garnets, and emeralds; in ſhort, 
0 her whole dreſs was in excellent taſte. 
er (I contrived it, you know, Harriet.) — 


at Oh! how ſhe was looked at and envied 
f by people whoſe fortunes will not permit 
. them to ſhew their fancies! Your Lucy, 
18 too, had her ſhare of gazers. My gown 
it (a preſent from Charles on the occaſion) 
N is blue, with ſmall ſilver ſtars and green 
n leaves; the trimmings ripe hops, their 
d leaves riſing up the poles, ſome dropped 
on the ground, and others juſt falling. 
You cannot think what a pretty effect 
d it had, and how much it was admired? 
: We had. a whole day of flaunting; — 
from the drawing · voom to the play, from 
the play to Lady C——'s route. Gli "a 
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am Ii it is en Lad B. was at each 
7 place, and was much careſſed hy the bride. 
HT through, the ſcheme; but they are 


much deceived, if they, think to abe 


mw 4% wb ni 144 1 1 
= Ny ſweet 3838 your packet is 
KH juſt now brought me. What can I ſay ? 
= To aſk advice of the Earl and Counteſs 
4 muſt not be; they will only take occaſion 
from it to ſtrengthen their, arguments 
in favour of Lord B.. I. ill wait on 
Mrs. Vareny this afternoon, and lay the 


approve of my proceeding. In the mean 


dme I remain 85 | $ 
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whole before her: Ti dare ſay you will 
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As I five, H rriet, a C rd from 11 f 


a of » C erence 


= 
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conference with Lady Lucy.“ I muſt 
receive her; but, good Lady, her errand 
will be in vain: for I am not to endanger 

myſelf to oblige her family. I ſpeak 
-ſexjondy now, no "ny in the. _ 


Harriet. 1161 einne 
: 0 +4 * 4 . _ 2 
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Mig Vurans to Lady Lver pins 


My deareſt Loer, 2 I by. = 

SEND this by a a ſpecial meſſerigets_ 

The ſurprize occaſioned by Mr. Met 
moth's arriving in ſuch an unexpected 
manner made me ſeal up my laſt without 
incloſing Lord Eaſtmain's and my fathers 
letters. In conſequence of the latter Mr. 
| Mz I came away poſt-haſte, *4 flat- | 

< tered. with hope,” as he ſaid. 1 haue 4 


1 26 


Demi beſieged on all ſides, but ihe 
hitherto kept my ground. I do not fear 
Mr. Melmoth or Peregrine; all I dread is 
my father's intreating. I told Mr. Mel- 

moth he did me honour in the preference 
hen me, but that to live ſingle was my 

-Choice: I was bold enough to accuſe him 


our principles were fo different, I could 


wiſh he would ſeek a perſon whoſe mode 


of education had been more ſimilar to his 
own. I ſuppoſe I mixed a little acrimony 
Vith my ſpeech ; for he bit his lip, and 
- reddened. I wonder how long he will 
think fit to ſtay at Roſe Mount. I am 
at preſent partly a priſoner, keeping in 
my own. apartments, except I am ſent ro, 
or ſomething material obliges me to come 
down. | ; 


"What a ſelfiſh creature am I grown, 
Lucy Seff has entirely run away with 
my pen. I cannot think or write of 

1. 80 Lord 
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ed Mulceſier or Lord Belgrave; it wilt 
only occaſion compariſons that will make 


my perſecutor appear more diſagreeable. 
Say whatever you think is neceſſary on 


mee occaſion to Lord Charles and his 
Lady. We wore the favours to church 
laſt Sunday. Every branch of your fa- 
| mily I would wiſh to honourz I mean, 


to reſpe. Heaven ſend the bridegroom 


. 
H. Vize 
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1 r Ho- we” are but Intl n 
than perſonally acquainted, yet 1 
bop, when Mr. Villars confiders the ſub- 
ject 1 write on, he will excuſe my begin- 
ning a correſpondence, which I hope will 
terminate to the advantage of both par- 
ties: therefore, without farther preamble, 


I beg to inform you, that my nephew 
Melmoth entertains a ſtrong regard for 


Miss Villars. She is the very woman I 
could wiſh for Jack's wife, as I have once 
- ſeen the young lady, and her character 


riſes on * from wry: tongue; there- 


vF 
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f 4 89 5 1 
fore, if the young people can agtte, * 1 
you approve 1 no pecuniary matters = 
ſhall part them. 1 would have attended © 2 
you in perſon, but my gouty diſorder * 
Proven en flomeemjopins nue, th 


I am, Sir, (with reſpects to. Ps pu. x 
ang the young lady) 1 
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"My Lozp, 


Received your Lordſhip 8 FO with 
great pleaſure, and hope with you, 


"4 


Sir, that the event will terminate in the 


* of all road 


For ſel, I muſt ſay the alliance 
_ propoſed. is as deſirable as it is honour- 


able: I ſhall mention it to my daughter, 


who, I dare ſay, will approve it, if 1 


hint it as my deſire. Something we muſt 
allow for the natural coyneſs of young 
- women : but I can with pleaſure ſay, that 


Harriet never diſobliged me in her life; 


which is a good praſpect for Mr. Mel- 


_— r wait on your 1 
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Y credentials were ſent” by "the 4 
old Peer. Old Villars forwarded i 
the anſwer. immediately; and I, on the. fx 
| Rrength « of it, ſet out for Roſe Mount "3 . 1 
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92 
with a fre hundred pound note in my 


pocket to ſweeten the fatigues of the 


journey. I really have a kind of penchant 


for this lovely froſt · piece; ſhe 1s certainly 


very charming. You never ſaw her, I 


think, Hazzeldine; therefore I will de- 


ſcribe her to you. She is of the higher 


middle fi ze; has a moſt delicate com- 
plexion, blue eyes, and fine brown hair, 
Areſſed in ſome degree conformable to the 


faſhion, though ſome of the ringlets are 


| ſuffered to wanton at pleaſure: then ſhe 


has the moſt beautiful hand and arm you 


ever ſaw, and ſo much dignity in her air 


and manner, that I cannot help admiring 
her; and yet, when ſhe ſpeaks, eſpecially 


if it. be to an inferior, it is with ſo much 


affability, and ſne ſmiles ſo bewitchingly 


ſweet, ſhe puts me in mind of the old 
Scotch ballad of, Noe aſe. V1 


if, WAN in 186k a lo ing 


Oh! come, 1 3 i" wich thee: 
Thoſe . ee a the Spring; 


_With 


_» — ky my m4 


kd FA K os 


| —. > Shu To 
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With ſweeteſt ſmiles thyſelf adorn, - 
And add new en 0 the 1 — 

1 12 
. not thiol, by this ues 
Hazzeldine, that I am in love, No! 
May that romantic paſſion be ever far 
from the breaſt of Jack Melmoth! The 
ſex was created to anſwer, a temporary 
purpoſe. I wiſh Harriet Villars mine for 
many reaſons: her perſon will be new, 
and a delicate perſon ſhe has; in the next 
place, if I ſhould chooſe to canvas for 
the county, what an helpmate ſhall I have! 
The affability and ſweetneſs before men- 
tioned will be all in all: beſides, married 
to ſuch a wife, I Thall have fo many 
opportunities that a ſingle man cannot. 
So that, on the whole, it is reſolxed 

Harriet Villars ſhall vo Mrs. Melmoth. 

$1075, Hat Fel 
At. preſent. the. lady is in her uin 
ſne treated me as 4 being inferior. to 
lf; my morals were. found i with, 


and 
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( 94 ).. 
and my company; even you were called 
in queſtion. — Take care, my ſweet Har. 
riet z the leſs you ſay now, the leſs will 


rfl you have to anſwer for when you are in 


my power, which you ONT will be 


in a few weeks. 


| Find out cTabell ſor me, ; Teharge you, 


; J. MeiMoTy, 
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Lady Lovy: Txiters to Miſs Viiuane, 


My dear Hann 


your account and oh my own. I have 


ld r ſhe 


ſincerely 


Ahl in the utmoft perplexity, both on 
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totaly Pities you, and thinks * will 
have a hard ſtruggle between duty and 
nature; ſhe ſmiles at your deſcription f 
love, and ſays you are a pattern for all 
giddy girls: tu profit by; ſhe would have 
you conſult, your own. heart again and 
again 3 and ſhe repeated the following 
— che ſweet Dr. Watts: | 


* 


« The gentle to the ſavage mind z 
For Love abhors the-ſight? 
** Looſe the fierce tyger from the deer; 
For nativ rage and native fer 
* Riſe and forbid delight.” . 
But the dun bel ee was}. 
that ſhe would adviſe both parties; but 
influence neither. I told you Lady S= - 
had ſent to beg a conference: with me: it 
was, & I ſuppoſed, in behalf of her bro- 


ther. What compliments did ſhe make: 


me! * the nang of the whote unity 
Was 


N £ | TE 5 * * | 
_ bias I intreated to accept Lord B. What 
_ promiſes of-reformation ! But I will keep 
my integrity. I really like her Ladyſhip, 
1 : and could wiſh to be allied to her:; but ir 
mumuſt not be: I cannot, Iwill not venture; 
© although I on, Harriet, Lord B. is not 
1 quite ſo indifferent to me as I could wiſh, 
Ĩherefore you, my dear, are better off 
than I am: you fear nothing but your 
parent, and have not the leaſt inclination 
in Melmoth's favour; and I have my on 
heart, and all the pomps and vanities 
= of this wicked world, to contend with. 
Ai ond fain be ſaucy, bit I cannot. 
But, dear Harriet, de not let a breath of 
= this eſcape ; I ſhould bluſh to death, were 
= ir even to be ſurmiſed. Depend * 1 
win wanne enden nod 241 2 


___ rien Lt: 1h; 149 237620; 


No, Harriet! Melmoth canupy be the 
man ſor youu; however, let me be in- 
Y - 122208 e all. n g: TOA nad ff - 941 xt: 
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* Law. affed corners who.can ic be? 
— Deſired.to go down immediately A 
t gentleman with Charles Handſome Bel- 
1 grave, I'll lay my life Pm coming — 
ff What would the folks have? 


Adieu! 
L. TeMPLs, 
„* hb * 


5 \ 
Lady Lv c 1 — In Continuation.” ; 
e . | . 


1 CANyou 2 klirtas in ubm I 


was ſummoned —— To Melmoth, in- 
- IU troduced by Charles. He came to ſolicit 
le my favour; hoped I would believe his re- 
„formation ſincere; and vowed and begged 


nin the ſame cant, which the men wretches 
have uſed time out of mind. I told him 
Vor. I. . I would _ 


+ 


© 98 3 


- T would certainly repreſent what he had 
ſaid; but you muſt be left to the dictates 
of your own heart; that Prudence and 
| penetration never quitted your company : 
bur I thought it wrong in him to ſolicit 
you, except he thought you gave him 
ſome preference. He ſeemed to think 
patience and perſeverance would gain his 
point. (The men have no vanity! Har- 
riet, none at all !) Then the family con- 
nections were expatiated on, the ſettle- 


| ments, &c. The offers are noble, to be 


ſure; but all the gold of Peru will not 
purchaſe my Harriet content of mind. 
Charles ſhook his empty head, as much 
as to ſay, „Who could refuſe?” He is 
a married man, you know; and he looks 
to conſequences, as either he or bis lady 
may have children. You would laugh 
at the ſagacious airs he gives himſelf, and 
to bear him talk of family expences, as if 
he had been married two years, inſtead 
of as may weeks. Poor fellow! I fancy 

| | 'W his 


dirt“ —their's is a match of intereſt; 


thing, only to ſhew how much Melmoth 
is in earneſt in his purſuit of you, ae his 


* 5 . 


) 


his | Family expences will increaſe, | for 
he has a moſt precious helpmate: ſhe 
Joſt conſiderably at Arlington-ſtreet laſt 
night. But no matter they are much 
alike “ aſhes to aſhes, and dirt to 


you know. I hinted as much to Charles, 
and ſaid, Miſs Villars had better wait 4 


little, to ſee how their halcyon days went 
on. Charming Lady Lucy!“ ſaid Mr. 


Melmoth. Charles whiſtled; but was not 
very well pleaſed I did not intend he 
ſhould, What buſineſs had he to inter“ 
fere between me and my friend, "his 
advice not being aſked ? And now, 


Harriet, 1 have told you the ſubject f 


this embaſſy, which amounts to juſt no- 


promiſes of "reformation” 


ny 


Yer 1 am afraid} all ntl wilt be 
in vain: you will, I doubt, W 
_- | to 


— 


- 


{ wo 3) 
| 0: this man, as Ie know your family; 
there will be no reſiſting ſuch bits as 


Lord Eaſtmain has thrown out. Oh! 


my dear, my beloved friend, are ſuch 
charming qualities, ſuch exalted merits, 
to be ſunk in fuch a marriage? — Adieu 
dur tranquil days! —I will, if poſſible, 
obtain leave to come for one week to 


FRNeoſe Mount, and then we can convey 


our ſentiments more fully to each other: 
| beſides, my ſweet girl, I want your ad- 
Vice; a few leſſons from my dear moni- 

treſs will foothe my mind, which is at 
preſent in great diſtreſs. Now, my dear, 
we are both called upon to ſhew that our 

profeſſions and practice agree; we have 

both trials, although in a different way. 
Charles mentioned the purport of Mr. 
Melmoth's viſit to my father and mother; 
and a fine lecture I had on the occaſion, 
- If it had not been from ſuch revered lips, 
I might have given them an anſwer that 
would have made them look about chem: 
1 a | 1 as 
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as it was, I ſat down to my harpſichord, 
and there charmed away my vexation with 


ſome of Jackſon's ſweet compoſitions; — 


a method I always take when I dare not 
vent myſelf in words; which points out 
how much harmony is wanted among us. 


Incloſed you will have ſome muſic which 


was compoſed on the banks of the Volga; 
a proof that love, even in fight of ſuchia 
boiſterous element, can ſoften rocks, and, 
tame ſavages. I will ſend you the words, 
when I can get them properly tranſlated ;, 
which I am afraid I ſhall not ſoon have 
an opportunity of . but of that. 


more fully * you ſee * N 
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Miſs Vi..ars to Lady Lucy TEMPLE. 


FASTEN, haſten, my deareſt Lucy, 
75 your propoſed condeſcenſion to your 
Harriet. Oh! how I wiſh for the balm 
of friendſhip to confirm my doubting 
mind! — doubting, can I call it? when 
my fate is almoſt at a criſis > but of this 
in its proper courſe. I had but juſt diſ- 
patched my laſt to you, when Mr. Mel- 
moth begged an audience of leave: he 
regretted, in the moſt pathetic terms, my 
_ indifference to him, (how my heart leaped 
© * Far- joy!- concluding from hence that he 


wis going to take a final leave) but would 


© fill hope, if he could by his future con- 
duct in the leaſt deſerve ſuch purity zj — 
and then whipped into his phacton, and 
_.. drove off. "The moment he was gone 
2 = Peregrine | 
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Pirogeins opened his ſage mouth: One 
would think you. were bewitched, Har- 
&« riet, (ſaid he) to refuſe ſuch an offer: 
66 you have done a fine piece of work 2 
« What the devil poſſeſſed you? (was his. .M 
« polite phraſe) you will never have me.- 


chance of obtaining ſuch another prize. 
— I do not wiſh it, brother.. My 
father then interfered: * It is not your 
« place, Peregrine, to ſpeak to yo¹jH 
4 ſiſter: Harriet is a very good girl; 
* do not blame her for ſetting a proper 
s value on herſelf: men are not over- 
« fond of an eaſy purchaſe. 'Melmoth 
* will be here ſoon again, I dare ſay? 
Wat art, my dear, in this man !) And 
here the ſubj ect ended for that time! But 
on Thurſday, as I was preparing to take” " 
a ride to the village where dwells the faif 
rectuſe, (no harm in riding through the - 
village) the horſes were ready in the cut. 
yard, when Jenny came running up out 
of breath — Madam! Madam! (cried 
an | F. 4 2. ſhe) 
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is the) [believe here is Lady. Lucy come; 
<« there is a chariot and ſix, with ſix foot- 
men, coming up the avenue.” I ſhot 
like lightning down ſtairs; but how great 
- was my diſappointment to ſee a ſtrange 
livery, and, inſtead of Lucy, an elderly 
Ly gentleman in the chariot! I haſtened into 
the little drawing room, my mind pre- 
ſaging it was Lord Eaſtmain — It was his 
. Lordſhip. — When my father preſented 
me to him, the old agreeable Peer ſaluted 


me with rapture; ſaid, he hoped he em- 


braced his future niece; adding, that he 
had taken that long journey quite from 
Berkſhire in hopes to carry me back with 
bim — he would be guarantee for his ne- 
Phew's behaviour. I was extremely Plain 
with him on the ſcore of Mr. Melmoth's 
morals, and aſked his Lordſhip, if he, 
in Mr. Melmoth's caſe, could be content 
With a wife who had not the leaſt ſhadow 
of a preference for him. He owned that 
: be Gould, much rather have found the 


Ru 6:5 regard 


< tos ). 
regard mutual; but, even as it was, he 
did not doubt but his nephew's behaviour 
would create gratitude, and gratitude was 
akin to love; and he would anſwer for it; 


in leſs than two years we ſhould be deeme& _ 71 


the happieſt couple exiſting. I curt ſied 


and retired, my heart full. After dinner 
his Lordſhip begged to attend me in my 


drefing-room ; but I knowing with what 
difficulty his Lordſhip moved from his 
gouty diſorder, waited on him below 
and he then, told me what great things 
would be done; that I ſhould have a 
jointure on Eaſtmain, or the reverſion of 
my. own fortune ſettled on me, without 
condition, I told him, it would. indeed 
be buying a wife: J could not tell what 
to ſay to the good old nobleman, becauſe 
I revere him; and yet the objection on 
my fide is as powerful as ever. My 
father came to my apartments early this. - 
morning, and told me that his Lordſhip - 
had in offered to make the above noble. 


F535 ſettlement, 
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"a, dc not aſk one ſhilling 
portion; moreover, he would lend my, 


father money to prevent a mortgage on 
the Bedfordſhire eſtate from being fore - 


cloſed. He intreated; told me it would 
3 his life, if I would conſent to 
de Mrs. Melmoth : for his affairs. were ſo 
embarraſſed, he muſt otherwiſe retire to 


5% the South of France, ' and become an 
_ exile from his native country. I ex- 


poſtulated as long as 1 could; offered to 
En my title to the reverſion of the for- 
tune which my aunt had left; but all to 
no purpoſe. He ſaid that would not do; 


and kneeled to me, Lucy, with his re- 


cently. recovered lameneſs. . Too much 
mortified by the fight, I begged him to 


give me a few days to recollect myſelf, 
and faid I would endeavour to oblige 
\ kim. —A ſevere trial is this, Lucy] You 
Know how highly. J think of duty to 


ts: and yet, to vow. love and obe 


parent 
| Fn nan come, and 
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much leſs ſhould obey, if his requeſts. 
ſhould be unlawful— What can I, what 


muſt I do? — Providence alone muſt be 
the guide: human wiſdom i is too poor. 

Yet once more I. beg you will haſten to 
me: the generous confidence you have 
placed in me ſhall never be abuſed. 3 
I pity you! But I was afraid yu would be 
entangled with the £00 agrecable Lord B. 
But your magnanimity and independence 
will de for you, what *. am "afraid cinnor 
| e iin en 
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LETTER Wr. 
From the Same to the Same. 


A LAS! Alas! my Lucy, why did 
you delay ?— Do not ſtart—The 
fatal promiſe has paſſed your Harriet's 
bps. Mr. Melmoth came here laſt night. 
I was ſet upon by them all, kneeling, at 
onee; whilſt the poor, diſtreſſed, mother- 
 Kfsgirl in vain looked round for a female 
friend to ſupport her in ſuch an affecting 
-Etuation. — Why, my Lucy! why this 
filence at a time of ſuch conſequence to 
your friend's future life? I am too 
much diſturbed to write coherently— yet 


| : I muſt tell you, this half. given extorted 
donſent has put them all in real or affected 


taptures. The ſettlements are preparing 
as faſt as poſſible. Lord Eaſtmain ſeems 
to have forgot his gout, Mr. Melmoth 

C age.» 15 


wo rn 


6 | 


hs only one who behaies with mode- 
ration: but his joy, he ſays, is too great 
to be expreſſed in words, and his'un- 
worthineſs allays his happineſs. As yet 

he keeps a reſpectful diſtance: indeed 1 
cannot find fault with his behaviour; and 
beſides, I muſt now endeavour: to ſee a 


in the. beſt light, and hope his future 


conduct will enable me to look forward 
diveſted of that terror which * . 


mne. „ eee 
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8 will be the 8 of this 
he comes on ſome buſineſs for Lord Eaſt» 
main.. I ſuppoſe, neither his Lordſhip. 
nor his nephew will ſtir, leſt I ſhould 
waver; when, alas! they know not that 
poor Harriet is ſacrificed for her father's 
welfare, A very good return, you will 
fay, for their generoſity. But we are 
much on an equality: I barter my peace 
to ſatisfy their fancy, — How I wander 
from the intention of this! which was to 
' tell 


* of N 
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tell you that my father requeſts you will 
take the trouble of giving orders for my 
mother's | jewels to be new ſet, which 
my brother will deliver to you, and of 
_ chooſing ſome rich ſilk for two dreſſed 
ſuacques, no matter what: 1 leave all to 
deu. Give Spilfbury orders about the 
- trimming and every thing: there needs 
no great hurry. I ſhall provide myſelf 
with ſome things at Lincoln, and the reſt 
will be bought when I come to town” to 
be made a ſhew of. in me as ſoon: 
_—_— | 1 4 1 |; 
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Lady Lucy TexeLe to Miſs Tow 
OU may well accuſe me, my I 


 &. creature. Your Lucy, the friend of © 
your heart, I 


Why was I hindered by any conſideration & | 


I could almoſt tear my hair for vexation. 
I really believe, had I been preſent —« 
But why do I ſay fo? It was determined 


on. Lord Eaſtmain muſt have had ſtrong © 


_ aſſurances, or he would not have taken 


fuch a journey, and beſpoke in his wax 
through town a ſet of jewels as elegant 
as ever I faw. Peregrine would drag the 
jeweller (G—— on. Ludgate-hill) to ſhew 


them to me: the tafte in which they are 


thoſe triſſes; and, to have done with the 
ſubject of dreſs at once, I have obeyed: 


4 


ſet, is indeed excellent. But enough of 


# 


+ * 


_— -. 0 112 by 
q your orders, and flatter myſelf you will 


To. return to the 8 ſubject: — 
I muſt again repeat, this matter was de- 
termined. There has been a great deal 
* ot art uſed throughout the whole pro- 

cCceding· Had your father commanded 

and threatened, I really believe you would 
have raiſed up a ſpirit, and refuſed : but 
the right method was taken to conquer 
your generous temper. From the mo- 
ment Mr. Villars wrote to Eord Eaſt- 
main, I ſaw you were doomed a facrifice 
to avarice and ambition. But you muſt 
make the beſt of it now. I like the old 

Peen, and cannot blame Melmoth for 
wiſhing ſuch a treaſure his: Who would 

not? But ſomebody. I muſt be angry with; 

and who ſo much deſerves; it as your 
father? for once more I repeat, is ſuch: 
exalted. merit to be ſunk in ſuch a mar- 
om Were you a mere modern lady, it 
W might 
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might do — ſeparate apartments, and alify © | 
of diſſipation. But the gentle Harriet, 
formed for domeſtic tenderneſs. and tran- 
quillity, will never be able to manage 
Melmoth. Were I the perſon, I could 
hold him with a curb bridle (a diſagree- 
able office!) but you, who would goyern - - 
with a ſilken rein, and thereby break the 
thread of your office, would almoſt break 
your heart in conſequence. But Heaven 
avert thoſe evils! I hope that Providence 
you depend on will prepare a reward ty 
your virtue... - A lb 


> 4 


| Ando. my dear girl, let me account N 
to you for the reaſon of your not ſeeing 
or hearing from me. In the firſt place, 
that phoenix of the age, Lord Belgrave, 
arrived juſt as I was preparing to ſet out 
for Roſe Mount. Common decency: ob. 
liged me to ſtop for a day on his account: 
he is indeed an angel of a man; hm. ; 
my heart is ſecure— heigh-ho! too ſecure 


bn 1 
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verſation about George. Lord Belgrave 


feems wrapped up in him. Moſt mag- 
| nificent' preſents has he ſent to his new 
"Lad What a power has George, with 
= the fortune his grandfather left him, to 
* ſhew his princely ſpirit! — The next day 
| Thought my own: but, behold! tidings 
were brought from the fountain of news, 


that my father was appointed ambaſſador 
to VI was not ſo much furprized, 


* 
„ 0 


1 I was vexed; for I had expected it, as 
vou may ſuppoſe. A grand entertain- 
ment, according to the news- paper phraſe, 


was. given to the foreign miniſters on the 


.,_ veealion, at his Lordſhip's houſe in G 
ſſcuate: to be ſure his fair daughter muſt 
not be abſent; No feaſt without Lucy.— 

The next day Lady Charles and her 
fi choſe to cram. themſelves: there 
were aunts upon aunts, and couſins by 
„ e — was s Joſt overs, 


"tit 5 | * 4 
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for all! — ſent to invite himſelf ta break - 


| faſt,- to take leave previous to his journey 
to Bath, whither he is gone to attend a 
| ſick. ſiſter. — All theſe things ſurmounted,  Þ 
| the chariot at the door, the maid read ye 
| the trunk and all packed up, when Pere- 

grine came. I have obtained leave to ſe 

out to-morrow, and ſtay a week with mr 
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So adieu, till we meet on Saturday? 
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Lady Lvey Tzmerz to Mrs. VAR EV. 


Roſe Mount. 
. Dear Mapan, _ 


LL your commands 1 mal with 


4 & pleaſure obey. I arrived here on 
Saturday evening, and found the lovely, 


the languid Harriet at cards with Lord 
Eaſtmain, &c. But how inattentive! how 
abſent? how unlike the Harriet we have 


ſeen! Her countenance brightened up at 
my approach; it was obſerved by Mel- 
moth : I gave him one of my looks, and 


brought him to order in a minute; when 
_. © Harriet and I retired to our chamber; 
® for we ſlept together. We ſaid every 


thing that could be ſaid on the occaſion: 
_ it all ended in this woeful truth, that, 


after 


— 


C 1 


after what had paſſed, her fate was ine< 
vitable; and, as ſuch, I begged of her to 
put on a more chearful countenance, leſt 
the lordly huſband, in his day, ſhould 
remember her reluftance. She promiſed 
me ſhe would obſerve my advice; and en- 
deavoured; but it was not in her power. 
At length the dreaded Monday came; 


joy in every countenance but Harriet's _ 


and her Lucy's: yet I did all I could to 
be chearful myſelf, and to make her ſo. ; 
But I have the advantage of moſt folks: 
what I want in natural good- humour, I 
make up in pertneſs; for I am never 
ſullen: and it is all one to me, whether 
the company laugh at me, or wich me. 
The lovely girl was dreſſed in a pale 
blue watered tabby robe gown and coat, 
Mechlin lace linen, her cap ornamented 


with pearls, one row of pearl round her ; 


neck, and bracelets of the ſame upon her 
delicate arms: and in this manner, nike a 
lily overcharged with dew, was ſhe led 


1 
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by Lord Eaſtmain to the great parlour, 
and there by a ſpecial licence joined to 
Mr. Melmoth. I, who had leiſure to 
obſerve every one, cannot help thinking 
that he ſeemed rather to behave with an 
air of proud exultation than of tender 
joy. Mr. Villars and Peregrine are really 
Lord Eaſtmain — really revere the good 
vid man ſcarcely knows how to ſhew 
his love and eſteem for his new niece. 
' — The jewels are come, and preſented : 
poor Harriet received them with that 
ſweetneſs which accompanies all her ac- 
tions. | She placed them on her toilet, 
and with a deep figh faid, < Oh! Lucy, 
„ hat have I given up for ſuch bau- 
«.bles!*” I endeavoured to laugh her 
out of her deplorables; for I would not 
for the world her huſband ſhould ſuſpect 
| ps; indifference to him. Be 
% chearful, Harriet, (faid I) for I am 
* under the neceſſity of making myſelf 
4 | 5 
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Her duty, of which the thinks fo highly, 


and her natural good. temper, will make 
her a more exemplary wife, than hundreds 


who marry with their dyn conſent. But 


it ought: to be a very lively foul to keep 


Melmoth's affections awake; one that. 


would make him look about him: for 
his intentions, I ſuppoſe, are, like thoſe 


of all the free livers, to govern by fear . 
inſtead of love. But hence reflections! 


No more complaints now: let me turn 
the bright ſide of the proſpect. The 


whole family will remain at Roſe Mount 
till after the Birth-day: Mrs. Melmoth is 


then to dome to town inesg. to take leave 
of my ladyſhip, as our family are to ſet 
out for V— in March or April; then 
they are to retire: to Eaſtmain, there to 


reſide till juſt. before the breaking up of 


parliament, when Mrs. Melmoth is to be 


preſented, as it is preſumed ſhe will by 


that time be reconciled to her ſituation, 


and that her countenance will-reſume its 
: wonted ſerenity, if Melmoth does not 
before that time break her heart. 1 ſay 


and unſay all in a breath: in effect, I 


cannot perſuade myſelf to any degree of 
liking or eſteem for this man; though 


I can give no very particular reaſons for 
entertaining any greater averſion for him, 


than for numbers of what are called the 
_ Faſhionable young men of the age; and 
it muſt be allowed that he has ſhewn, if 
jůndeed it be ſincere, a diſpoſition to re- 


form: yet, after all, I muſt conclude that 


be is not the man calculated to make her 
happy, except ſhe can model him by her 


own excellencies; a hard taſk in this de. 
r 


The mourning bride e reſpect 
Ful compliments to you and Mr. r 
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Tour obliged friend and ſervant, 


Lover TzMPLE, 
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Lord Bricnavs' to Lord Morers7an | 
2 — 

KNOW, my dear George will rejoice 
to hear from me; will rejoice to hear 
I arrived in perfect health in my native 
country. I was received with the utmoſt 
cordiality by Lord and' Lady Belmount. 
How juſtly do they eſteem their invaluable 
ſon! Your ſiſter treated me with that 
unaffected eaſe, freedom, and politeneſs, 
for which ſhe is ſo much remarke. 
Lady Lucy is certainly a moſt charming 
woman: her wit is truly brilliant, Je 
tempered with' ſo much ſweetneſs, "as 
probes at once and pleaſes the heart? at 
the ſame time ſhe'is'an excellent example 
to all young women of quality; being 
one of thoſe happy geniufes, who erm 
Vor. I. By: G | born 
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born for whatever they do, and are con- 


8" tinually employed without appearing to 


be ſo. She dwells with pleaſure on her 
| brother's praiſes; I need not tell Lord 
Mulceſter which brother, Charles and his 
Lady differing ſo widely from either of 
of you But it does not become me to 
- reflect on thoſe to whom you are ſo nearly 
allied; nor indeed do they act otherwiſe 
than moſt people of their age and rank 
doc in this general diſſipation. But to 
return to Lady Lucy: I underſtand ſhe 
refuſed Lord B. on account of his morals; 
and greatly is ſne commended by the bu 
Who have not defiled their garments: ” 
as.to the common herd, their approbation 
or cenſure in ſuch caſes is of little con- 
ſequence. I breakfaſted with her yeſter- 
day: I went in order to take my leave, 
being ſummoned to this place by the ill- 


; neſs of my ſiſter Caroline, who I fear will 


not recover. As both my fiſters are here, 
1 Ldefgh. to remain with them ſome weeks. 
NT 


tn). 


Lady Lucy was to ſet out for Lincoln: 150 


ſhire the next day, to attend the nuptials 
of a lady whom I have heard you men- 
tion in very reſpectful terms Miſs Vit: 
bits, if I miſtake not. | „ 


Nn! may remember, George, when we 


were at Florence, we took notice of an 


Engliſh lady, who frequently went to the 
Britiſh conſul's, and always returned wich 
an air of dejection: you may likewiſe re- 


member the offers of ſervice we both - 
made her; when ſhe ' modeſtly anſwered, 


that her griefs were of ſuch a nature as 


not to admit of any relief we could give 


her. This very lady, dreſſed in widows 
weeds, I ſaw in the abbey church: ſhe 
had with her a lovely girl, about four 


' years of age. I ſpoke to her; but ſhe 
declined- converſation with me. There 


appears ſomething ſo uncommon in her 
manner, that my curioſity was raiſed to 
wow what. and who ſhe is; but my en- 
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deavours were, vain: r ſhe quitted Bath 
the next day; and np one can tell from 
wherice ſhe came, or whither ſhe is gone, 
You may perhaps ſmile, and think ſome 
latent motive occaſions this curioſity: in- 
deed it is only compaſſion. Love is as 
yet a ſtranger to my breaſt ; and, I truſt, 
you will. not ſuſpect | me of engaging in 
an illicit amour. 1 , 

- On Wedneſday your 1 father 
was to ſet out for V—: he, ſays there | 
is no danger that the climate will pre- 
zjudice his health. How prevalent is am- 
bition! It is the many-headed hydra: if 
we lop it off in one place, it will ſprout 
; in another. My ſiſters (although one of 
them is in a manner dying) are not in- 
ſenſible to its effects. How often, how 
' earneſtly have they preſſed me to pay my 
addreſſes to Lady HH. B.] a very worthy 
young lady, I make no doubt; and they 
. would perſuade me ſhe. looks on me with 
a preference. 


— 
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a preference. I have not that vanity : 
nor would I marry the firſt woman on 
earth, except I could prefer her to all 
women on earth. I loye the amiable parg * 
of the ſex, and, from the higheſt to the - 
loweſt, would I render them any ſervices 
my 1 intereſt or fortune would permit: but 
as yet I have never ſeen one whom. I 


could wiſn to paſſeſs che N28 chad ber 
. n e YM o 
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Four 
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5 5 8. 1 ſaid Lord Rabas was : to 8 
bout on u his embaſſy on Wedneſday: it was 
my my miſtake z Wedneſday was the 185 of 
his Filament. 
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LETTER unn, fo 


Mrs. Dienern to 271 Loer Tenn: 4 


kannn, Apit. 


'DIEU, 7 alter of my vu. 
Ally'd by Oe ny on? 
Adieu, my dear! ſince Lucy flies 
To diſtant lands, and other ſkies, 
And are we, my Lucy, te part for 
three kong years? What will become of 
your Harriet, now the ſiſter of her heart 
is torn from her? Mr. Melmoth' is g 
o much awake to the figer feelings, of 
friendſhip: he laughs (as does Peregrine 


at female friendſhips, and ſays, they are 
formed by fancy, and broken by caprice. 
Very polite this to me, who am their only 
female companion, ſetting the relationſhip, 

out of the queſtion! Good Lord Eaſt- 
TIT T 1 18 main 
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main jule us poor women, and main⸗ 
tains we are as capable of friendſhip as | 
the men; mentions your regard for me 
with honour; and gave us an inſtance of 
two females in the lower claſs of hfe;” 
one of whom, although a very honeſt, 
induſtrious perſon, yet by unavoidable 
misfortunes was doomed to the horrors 
of a priſon; her friend voluntarily ſhated 
her fate with her, and worked in the 
priſon to maintain her, for near two yeats4. 
when a charitable gentleman, whoſe life. 
is one entire good work, happened to hear 
this uncommon inſtance. of faithfulneſs, | 
took methods to have them relieved, and 

raiſed a ſubſcription (to which his Lord - | 
ſhip contributed very liberally) to put 
them in a way of getting a comfortable 
ſubſiſtence. This may ſerve to ſhew that 
human nature is not ſo depraved as we 
thought; and there may be more Lady 
Lucies and more Mrs. Varenies in the 
world than we know of. — But how I 


FFF wander 


( a 2} | 
ae from the ſubject neareſt my bean f 
Moſt ardently do 1 wiſh, you a proſperous 
journey. May good angels guard you, 
| andi render every æra of your life happy! 
But ohi my Lucy, I have a ſtrange fore- 


boding that we ſhall never meet again, 
My heart is uncommonly heavy; nor can 
I, by all the efforts in my power, remove 
the gloom which has ſpread its influence 
over me ever fince I left G-— ſquare: 
yet do not you. my Lucy, I charge you 
by all the love you bear me, ſadden your 
_ Proſpects for my (perhaps fooliſh): appre- 
benſions. We propoſe being in town next 
month, and then you may expect a large 
packet. Let me deſire you, my dear girl, 
to omit no opportunity of writing to me; 
for you well know what a d 870 
8 will be to 
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Pal. l, May tha 


ow rejoiced is your friend Jack, 
that he can date from this place! 
Wife, uncle, and all come. Now, thank 
heaven, am my own man again! 
They have had me in the tranimels long 
enough. All is fettled and done: I ean 
get no more caſh for ſome months And 
now away for Newmarket, where I hope 
you will meet me:. Hut I muſt firſt pay 
my devoirs to the higher powers, and 
ſhew this handſome ſpouſe of mine. All 
the four quarters of the globe are ran- 
ſicked to dreſs her by my old uncle, 
(rake notice ſhe does not care three fat⸗ 
things about it) in order. to augment her 
I; G5 charms. 
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| charms. —No need of that: Nature has 


been very bountiful to her—were ſhe a 
little more animated: but then ſhe is a 


perfe& ſtatue, like Pygmalion' s miſs. 1 
dare fay, were ſhe to be diſfected, her 
heart would be found marble. I cannot, 
however, find fault with her conduct: 
ſhe never contradicts nie, but is perfectly 
ſubmiſſive. A mere Jacobite paſſive obe · 
dience and non ; reſiſtance ſeem to be her 
Principles: nevertheleſs, I. in ſay,” we 

are joined, not matched.” She is in- 
finitely too good for me; I have no com- 
0 with her — ſuch is her ſublimiry? | 


| « « So ſtars, beyond a certain height,.. 


« Give mortals neither heat nor light,” 


a = enough. of 1 and domeſtic mat- 
ters. — was laſt night at Lady Charles. 
Temple's route: there was, according to 
the common phraſe, a numerous and 


brilliant alſembly. She really grows a. 
| prodigious 
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prodigious: fine woman, She-is vain of 
her perſon, and conſequently fond of flat- 
tery; two ingredients as. defireable as a 
man could wiſn for, who has any deſigns. 
I intend Mrs. Melmoth ſhall be very in- 
timate with her: not that ſhe ſuits Har- 
riet's turn of mind - my philoſophic. rib 
ſays the lady has too much levity for her; 
but, if 1 give the word of command, it 
muſt be complied with; nor, to do her 
juſtice, will ſhe diſpute it; although 1 do 
not expect they will make any friendly 
connexion. It i is enough for me if Har- 5 
riet countenances her. 
Now in the name of wonder, had is 
become of that devil incarnate, Iſabella ? 
She is certainly forming ſome plot; or 
the. would. not remain. ſo quiet. Lou 
have not ſurely been in earneſt in your 
ſearch after her. Aſhford inſiſts that he 
| faw her in a poſt-chaiſe near St. Alban's. 
laſt week. we it as it may, I wiſh. I could 

Is &: iz 


=... Ax Charles Temple with her; for. (entre 
wut) I believe he cares very little for bis 
5 lady, and ſhe: juſt as little for him. A 
E ne proſpect for me, Sir James !—Philips. 
vill be with you about the mortgage a 

: 9 as this can reach you. | Qbſerve that 
I E mind yon intereſt; therefore pray mind 
mine I need day no more, as you know 
3 . ee eee 1-63 FF : 
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Two 


awakened my attendi6as!! I vifmodnted;, 
and ſollowed the found: of che voie till | 
came near a thicket; where were two 
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accompanying my -fiſters-.av far 4. 

Dover, in their way to Montpellier 
Since I wrote laſty I have met wit tu 


adventures rather of the romantie kiuck 


In my way from Bath, I thought I would 
2 we dase w- 118 pay e my 
_ wh ee my horſe; attanddeck 
only by Abraham. I ſtruck ont of the 


great toad, and upon che conſites fun 


ſmall} wood the ſhrieks ef a female ice 
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- had taken fright, and entangled himſelf 
in the reins; was plunging in ſuch a 


deſperate manner, that their lives were in 


the moſt imminent danger. 1 cut the 


traces with the aſſiſtance of Abraham, 


who by that time had faſtened the horſes, 
and was come up. The youngeſt of the 
ladies (one of the moſt beautiful women 
I ever ſaw) fainted away in my arms, as 


Las endeavouring to help her out of 


the chaiſe: the other, who appeared to be 


a woman of rank, and not of ſo delicate 


a texture as the fair one I ſupported in 
my arms, told me, that, as they went to 
take an airing, ſhe (as ſhe frequently did) 
| had undertaken to drive the chaiſe ;/ but 
their ſervant. had loitered ſomewhere be- 
bind. Never in all my travels did I ſee 


ſo ſweet a exeature as my charge; the 


ttue feminine ſofineſs appeared. in every 
Feature, in every action: but whether ſhe 
is maid, wife, or widow, I cannet ſay: 


the former, n for the lady was 
Ben 1 | | ſcarcely 


CET ISAT Tag 1: -#F® FF WW 4, *) 
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ſcarcely recovered, when the ſervant eam 

up, and teleaſed Abraham from the taſlʒt 
of holding the horſe. He was ordered 


home to bring 2 chariot with alk poſfible 


ſpeed to farmer Wells's on the common, 
whither the ladies permitted me to ac« 
company them: indeed I was obliged to 
ſupport the younger, of ſhe would have 
been unable to reach the deſtined place 
The farmer's wife received them with the 
utmoſt reſpect; and I perceived ſhe knew 
them. She begged me to take ſume re- 
freſnment: but, being to meet the coe 
with my ſiſters at Reading; and finding - 


no farther aid from me neceſſaryl I Dr 


my leave; leſt I ſhould be deemed im- 
pertinent. (Fhe ladies had retited before 
went.) Abraham waited at a/ diftande” 
with the horſes; aid ſo I could gain ns 
intelligence concerning them. But I cans 
not put the idea of the amiable creature; 
whom Providence ditected me to preſerve; _ 
ang Jnr 5 thei is a petſon of = 
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time will efface the impreffion her perſon 
has made: and yet I dare ſay her mind iz 
worthy of that perſon; for it ſeemed to 
_ Muminate every En . 

Gs nan. 0 | 

oy „And, as if this were to be is wo; of 
fuch adventures, the morning after I came 
10 town, as I had fauntered into the grove 
in the Green Park with Thomſon's Seaſons 
zin my hand, being tired, I fat down and 
had ſcarcely been ſeated, before the fair 
widow and her child made their appear- 
ance. I roſe to meet her; ſo that, ſhe 
45 not avoid me without great rude- 
neſa. I begged her to he ſeated, and; 


_ _ - afrer' a proper introduction, told her 1 


vas convinced ſhe laboured under ſome 


waeaſineſs'of mind. I acquainted hey with 
my hame. She anſweted; I know Who 


you are, Sir; Lord" Belgrave's cha- 


ren * 
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« well known throughout Eürope: but 
« J, Sir, am not worthy of your notiee 3 55 
« and yet my caſe is particularly un- 
„% happy.”——— She then briefly told- me, | 


that ſhe was the widow of an officer, 5 


who, having been very extravagant, had 
ſold his commiſſion, and left her and 


her infant in great diſtreſs ; that, having 


married againſt her family's conſent; they 


would not countenance her; but a lady 5 


of great conſequence, on her huſband's 
fide, had offered, and was really under= 
taking to get her a Place i in ſome departs 
ment at court. I promiſed her my in- 
tereſt, She was pleaſed-to ſay, the notied 
of a perſon of ſuch an exalted ſtationi 
who wag yet more eſteemed for his virtues | 


than his deſcent, would be of infinite 


ſervice to the future welfare of her child: : 
for whoſe ſake ſhe had rouſed herfelf from 
a lethargy of grief, and was willing'to lay 
herfelf under obligations to the humane 
0d d goods otherwiſe the name of obli« 
gation 
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1 had been unknown to her. She 
ſaid ſhe had gone through many and 
heavy afflictions; but her child being of 
a ſex ſo liable to temptation, ſhe- wiſhed 


- The could provide for her in ſome. recluſe 


place: ſhe, however, expreſſed her diſlike 
of a convent, and gave ſtrong; hints that 
her adherence, to the proteſtant religion 
had partly reduced her to her preſent 
ſituatioo. From ſome other words that 


dropped, I have reaſon; to think ſhe is 


deſcended from ſome noble family in 
Italy, and brought to England an infant: 
She gave me her addreſs, and excuſed 
berſelf from farther converſation at that 
times only obſerving, the fineneſs of the 
morning had prompted her to give the 


child air and exerciſe; and as the meeting 


was ſo accidental, ſhe: hoped: it way pro- 


vidential:— and then walked off with her 
ſwxeet innocent. I could not with delicacy 


offer her any thing then; but J will in- 
cloſe a hundred pound note to be ſent to 


he! 


41 


he zer retreat in the country, wid: 1 to 
ſee her in a ſhort time. She is certainly 
of a moſt beautiful woman; yet ſhe falls far 


ed ort of the . amiable creature 
i er ene , 49 a „ e , 
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on ¶ prevailed on: to haſten your return td 
England: much do I want your friendly 
counſel. I am but a young man to be 


fuch numbers are bewildered in the laby- - 
rinths of error. In you, my friend, I 

truſt to find, as hitherto I ever have 
found a Ready mind, ſuperior to the 
general trials of life. No wonder, then, 
that I ſhould wiſh to engage you. as We 

pilot to point out to me thoſe Scyllas and 
Charybdiſes, which threaten the deſtruc- 


voyage through life's wild, dangerous 

ocean. | e 

er I 0 1 
K I have 


encruſted thb the guidance of my bn 
paſſions in this age of corruption, Where 


tion of my frail bark on this uncertain 


— 
1 
* 
* 
[ 2 
i . 
4 
4 
1 * 
6 
N 1 
, — 
7 7 
1 
U 
} - 
„ 
- 
- 
* 
8 
8 = 
— 
= 
* 
- 
5 
* 
- 
* 
1 
* 1 
— 


81 F have been wartnly ſolicited” to aecept 


poſt of honoury but I have refuſed, 
5 love my Sovereign,” and, if I were 
capuble, would ſerve him but, 'as 1 ſaid 
before, I am a very young man; and it n 
always ſlippery ſtanding about the throne, 
A courier was diſpatched yeſterddy to 
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write to you. — Tou, my dear Baby 


from a man, whom I am ſure the does 


urn terte is; 220 Apt * con- 


not hate, only. for his. faulty morals, 2p 
What a wretch muſk. 1 appear in her «yg 
who could, forſake. her, native country; | 
when ſhe. had the offer. to ſtay, with her 


vice Lady Lucy. pin" not. N fled. 5 


4 


>. brother and ſiſter, to go to a land utterly . 
unt for her delicacy, and, merely leſt the 
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4 hould lien, to, MC, ſhould endanger her . 


1-8 ko virtue ! Do not call. MG. vain, when | 


| fay I am not quite indifferent to hex— ; 
; 8 *. What | 


+, 
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What then muſt be her reſolution? — 
1 faid, do not call it vanity; it is not 
vanity, it is the greateſt humiliation to 
me. — What ſhall I do? Inſtruct me, 
dear Bab, teach me the paths I deſire to 
trace, How deſpicable do I appear in 
my own eyes! How has this dear creature 
awakened the ſpirit of manly emulation 
in me! — Will you, my dear Bab, get 
acquainted with the incomparable Mrs. 
Melmoth, and introduce me? She is my 
Lucy's boſom friend: by copying her vir 
tues 1 might make myſelf an intereſt with 
her, and thereby alſo with the miſtreſs of 
wy fate. I am ſincere in this application, 
or 1 would not apply to vou. T could 
be introduced to Mrs. Melmoth by her 
huſband or her brother: but let me tel! 
you, I ſhould not think their introduction 
a recommendation to either of the ladies. 
Do not, my fiſter, be too harſh with. 2 
MF Wy by Gn I hope I fhall 
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de all you wiſh me, ad thereby mach 
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vir. Lord Betonave t to o Lord u Mocueres 
vith i ne hs 
of TYREP PARE; my dear George, to hear 
on, "ſtrange things. You remember the 


uld amiable creature I affiſted'in the wood in 
her Berkſhire... This agreeable woman is 
tell but let me tell the ſtory regularly 
ion 1 went to che drawing-rootn laſt Thurf- 
ies. day, and there, ſparkling as an angel, 1 
h 4 ſaw the incomparable woman, and foon 
hall I after heard her announced as Mrs. Mel 
be moth. Good heavens! how was 1 ſtruck 
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to think that Providence had ditected my 
ſteps to ſave Lady Lucy's friend! I ſhall 


ever eſteem it as the whiteſt hour of 


my life. Every eye was fixed on Mrs, 
Melmoth, who was indeed moſt graciouſly 


——— — 


received by our matchleſs Queen, and re- 

- ceived with becoming dignity the honours 
conferred” on her. The behaviour of fo 

| ſweet a bride muſt do honour to the ſacred 
inſtitution. When their Majeſties were 


withdrawn, ſhe whiſpered Lord Eaſtmain, 


who immediately turned towards me, fol- 
lowed by her. With ineffable ſweetneſs 


ſhe ſaid, This is the gentleman, Sir, 
6 to whom I am ſo much obliged,” 
Then addreſſing herſelf to me, My 


uh Fright and illneſs, Sir, - (ſaid. ſhe) at 
8 that time prevented my making the 


«© proper acknowledgments, or informing 


| OH 6c vou of our place of reſidence. Lady 
C F=, who was. my companion, 


« came down to give you our addreſs, 
« but you were e His Lordſhip 


8 ; then 


* 


len 


s 
then deſited me to favour them with my 
company as ſoon as convenient. We 
were then joined by your brother and 
Mr. Melmoth : the former introduced me 
to them. As ſoon as the name of Bel- 
grave was mentioned, a fine glow, over- 
ſpread Mrs. Melmoth's face. She ſaid 
ſomething to Charles in a low voice: 
what it was I'did not hear; but he ſmiled. 
That evening I waited on them, with 
your brother and ſiſter. Out chief con- 
verſation turned on you and Lady Lucy. 
How fond are theſe two amiable women 


of each other! They ſeem indeed to harte 


kindred ſouls, Your ſiſter-in-law did not 
ſeem very fond of hearing Lady Lucy's 
praifes—no wonder. Lord B. was there, 
brought by Mr. Melmoth: he ſeemed to 
court my acquaintance; but I could not _ 
behafe ſo cordially ro him as I could wiſh 
to have done, ashe-is of the claſs I would 
generally chooſe, if poſſible, to ſhun, 


ry 


4 ,> 


* 4 4 „ 


4s 
-— 
* * 
1 
0 
= 
„ 
* 
— 
oy 
* F 
\ 
- 
\ x. 
*”; * 
4 
Go 


21 # _ 
1 
4 * 
8 
1 
1 
= 
& N 
1 


— 
= 
- 
\ = 
* 2 
we * 7 
* - 
. * 
22 
* 
> * 
\ 
1 * 
* . 
© Io Y 
1 A 
7 
23 
. 
- +» 
.=< 
54 . 
2 
o 
1 = 
. 
* ö 1 : : 
s « ©; 
of . 
* 
* oy 
- 
6 * 
* 1 
* 
* 
. 
* ? * 
= 
- 
4 
* 
Gr 4 
* - — 


F ® br 
rh 5 : A - p : * — 'X 
ES ils 146 | ) ' . 
a , A N ? 1 
"Ws S — 


| brother and Mr. Melmoth are 
going to Newmarket; and I am deputed 

to eſcort their Ladies to Eaſtmain, as 
"os Charles is going on . a vilit to 


+, >»; i | f ars 
* . . * 


11 hope this will be the laſt letter 1 ſhall 
have occaſion to ſend to the continent,.and 
you are now on your way to v. 


. : - 


Adieu, George! I am 


Ever your's, 


IT IS LAOS onda 5 BleRAxx. 


* 2 — > 
oy "7 P = = _ 
« = 
9 
1 _- 
- A # 
4 . 
* $ - - * . 
L ? * 
% 
* pa - - 
= a 4 
N | : 
1 - 
£ : » 
£ | f 2 f N 
* - — * — 
* 
ths * : * 
Fs" s e 1 
— ny * 
6 * 1 3 * = ' 5 — 4 
= - 
-# 
. * bd 
, : 4 
{ * * 5 | * 4 
S< #7 3 { ip : x 4 - 16 #0, 


all 


ER 


(19 ) 


LETTER XXI. 


A. 


the contents of my packet, acquaint- 
ing her who is my party to this place. 


We are much happier than I ſuppoſed we F 


could have been. Lady Charles is ſome- 
times en deſeſpoir, when ſhe thinks of the 


town; but the agreeable Lord Belgrave 
ſoon reſtores her good humour. We alk, 
we read, we ride out: at ſome times we: 
80 fiſhing ; at others we join in a little 5 3 


concert: ſo our time is far from being 
diſagreeably ſpent, and my uncle is quite 


delighted: only, as I faid before, youj 


ſiſter. ſometimes yawns, eſpecially when 
we are reading, and wiſhes October was 
come; and then oe fon a? lavght | 


Mrs. Me.mota te Lady Lvcy TzMeizc 


IV this time tny Lach will hre read 


" 7 


" \ —_— wo 


fall to my Lucy's ſhare! - 
ſcend, as it were, almoſt from heaven to 
earth: Lord B. was twice at our houſe 


1 8 
1) 


and raillies her with ſuch a grace, that ſhe 
is obliged to laugh with him. Indeed 


his Lordſhip is maſter of ſuch perſuaſive 
eloquence as always to pleaſe, be the ſub- 


je& gay or ſerious. Never did 1 ſee fo 


much wit and ſo much ſolidity ſo happily 


blended. No wonder your brother ſhould 


eſteem ſuch a man. Would they were 
brothers! Oh! that ſuch a treaſure would 
But to de- 


in town, and at both times beſought my 
intereſt with you, if I ſhould think his 
future conduct deſerved it; aſſured me 


chat he was in earneſt in his reformation, 
and hoped every day would make him 


more worthy of my company. I wiſh 
him reformed for his own ſake; for he 
is really very ſenſible, and poſſeſſes a fine 
perſon. Lord Belgrave is gone acroſs 


+ the country to pay a viſit to ſome lady; 


he is not to return till next week, We 


Me 


Ko 
are preparing to go to Reading aſſembly. 
My uncle calls, and the coach is waiting. 
I will conclude this when I return 


* * 2 # * 42 * 0 G6 
| I have not had time till juſt now to 
proceed: Lady C—— F—— was at the 


aſſembly with Lady S——, Lord B.'s 


ſiſter © ſhe introduced me to her; and 
yeſterday both the Ladies came to dine 
with me. Lady S—— is a very diſcrete 


and amiable” woman: ſhe read me ſome 


part of a letter which her brother had 
written to her; if he is ſincere, (and it 
certainly has an air of conttition) he will 
deſerve reſpect, as he fo early ſees his 
error, and leaves. his vices before they - 
have left him. The Ladies ſtaid the 


evening. Out family were preparing for 


bed, when the bell rung at the outer 


gate; and preſently Lord Belgrave made 4 i 


his 33 He appeared much ve 


. 
tigued, and apologized for coming at that 
late, or rather early hour, (for it was near 
three in the morning.) At breakfaſt he 
ſtill appeared very languid, and very 
thoughtful: the moment breakfaſt was 
over, he retired, ſaying that he had let- 
ters to write which would take up all his 
attention, but that he would dedicate the 
whole afternoon to us. My uncle is 
under great uneaſineſs on his account; 
for he eſteems him as much as he does 
Mr. Melmoth. I ſuppoſe it is ſome con- 
cern of the lady he has been to viſit — 
(a love-quarrel, I dare ſay;) — and yet 
ſne muſt have a very unfeeling heart to 
quarrel with Lord Belgrave: for N 


« In him each meek, each modeſt virtue 
&« dwells, 

« Sedate as night, and cool as vernal 
„ Fales.“ 


Ils cannot help being intereſted in behalf 
of Lord Mulceſter's friend — But I will 
diſpatch 


(151) 


difpatch this, and another ſhall follow it 
foon ; till when, and for ever, believe me 
to remain 


Your affectionate 


H. MzIMorR. 


LETTER XXXIV. 


Miſs EGERTON to Miſs SPENCER: 


A Thouſand plagues light on that 


beautiful witch, Melmoth's wife! 
This is the ſecond time ſhe has robbed me 
of a prize. Melmoth defies my power. 
—— Belgrave has been here; and cer- 
tainly would have been taken in my toils, 
but for her. Oh! how I hate her! I 
tried every art of hang woman labour- - 
«a - Ing for her purpoſe” to ſhake his firm- 
2 | H 4 neſs, 
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nefs, but in vain. Like Rinaldo' in the 
enchanted foreſt, he conquered, —carried 
all before him, —and left me, although it 
was four in the afternoon ; and took poſt- 
horſes. from the next town. I had my 
emiſſaries ready, and ſoon learned the 
route he had taken was to Lord Eaſt- 


main's, where he had been for ſome time 


before. It is not the gouty old man can 
engage him; nor Charles Temple's wife 
that can have any charms for him: it is 
Harriet Melmoth — How came ſhe to 


know him? I ſuppoſe they talk over 


their nonſenſe of virtue and moralityj; 


but, ſoft ſouls! I may mar their enter- 


tainment. I will never leave till I make 
Melmoth jealous, or hate his wife. I had 
till yeſterday ſome faint idea of hope ; 
but the poſt brought me a letter which 
has entirely ſilenced that flatterer. In this 
fine ſcrawl Belgrave tells me he can never 
ſee me more, incloſes me a draught for 
another hundred pounds on his banker, 

| and 
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and takes leave; earneſtly wiſhing me 
happineſs. Nothing but a. miracle can 
throw him into my. power now. Re- 
member, Revenge is the word; make 


haſte and revenge the diſappointed: 


I8ABELLA EGERTON.. 


LETTER WV. 
Lord BzLcravs to Lord Mulczs TEN 


TJ HAVE endured a fevere conflict, my 
1 dear George, ſince I wrote laſt. I 
told you then how happily, how agree- 
ably. we ſpent our time at Eaſtmain —— 
impoſſible to be otherwiſe where the ami- 
able Mrs. Melmoth is. She ſheds a 
dignity over all the ferpale race: I can- 
not tell whether moſt to admire her in 

H 5 the 
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the /erious or the ſocial hour. In writing, 
reading, drawing, ſhe is excellent: ſhe is 
one of the beſt ceconomiſts that ever 
managed a houſe, and at the ſame time 
one of the moſt elegant women that ever 
graced a circle. 


Do not wonder that I dwell on her 
praiſes; ſhe deſerves every grateful. tri- 
bute from my hand. But to acquaint 
you with the reaſon of what I firſt men- 
tioned, let me inform you. I quitted the 
peaceful ſhades of Eaſtmain to pay a viſit 
to the fair widow, as I had promiſed. 
| Muſt I ſay with Hamlet, © Frailty, thy 
< name is woman? She received me in 
a chamber that was a little darkened, 
herſelf reclining on a ſopha in a moſt 
pleaſing deſhabille, and ſeenyngly in a 
faint and languid condition. She ſpoke 
to me in a weak and tremulous voice, 
told me how- much ſhe thought herſelf 
Sliged to my humanity, expatiated. on 


my 


— BE I ee a 
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my virtues, and ſaid, with a ſigh, "ſhe 


wiſhed ſhe had never ſeen me: in ſhort, 


ſhe behaved in ſuch a manner, (and yet 


kept within the bounds of delicacy) that 
it was too much almoſt for man to- bear. 


I am not more than mortal; I was ready 
to yield — ready to promiſe every thing — 
in that moment of paſſion, and doubtleſs - 
ſo to fall a prey to the allurements of 
a Siren, When the idea of the divine 
Mrs. Melmoth darted into my head, how 
did this wanton ſink in the compariſon ! 


Can I (ſaid I to myſelf) look the virtuous ' |; 


Harriet in the face? That thought rouſed 
and impelled me from the place. She 
followed me with looks that plainly in- 


dicated the fituation of her mind, and 


ſpoke contending paſſions labouring in 
her breaſt. © Am IJ, am I, (ſaid ſhe) 
to fink unnoticed. and unpitied ? And 
« yet ſtil} all my care is for the cruel 
« Belgrave.” 


H 6 | I bowed, 
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T bowed, but remained ſilent; then 
mounted my horſe, (which had not been 
put up) and rode, or rather flew to the 
next town, where I had left Abraham. 
- I there took freſh horſes, and never ſtop- 
ped till I reached Eaſtmain, which I did. 
very much fatigued with riding ſo many 
miles in a few hours. I confirmed my. 
conqueſt over paſſion, by converſing with. 
the virtuous Harriet. And now will you 
not own the obligation T lie under to her? 
Had it not been for her, I had ſunk into 
the lap of pleaſure, and embittered my 
future life. I am rejoiced that 1 may 
now think myſelf much more worthy of 
your friendſhip than ever. I wrote to the 
lady yeſterday, and excuſed myſelf from 
ever ſeeing her again; and yet I would 
ſerve her at a diſtance, if I could, (I 
mean, if I found her deſerving.) I think 
it better for her peace of mind not-to ſee 
me, and let the benefits which I might 


ai 
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confer on her be through another hand. 


adieu! 


BELGRAVE. 


LETTER XXXVI. 


Mr. MIMO TH to Sir JAMES 
HAZZELDINE. 


AM out of humour with all mankind, 
and women too almoſt, except Anne 
Temple. — You broke your leg in a good 


time to prevent your being at Newmarket. 


— Deviliſh bad luck, Sir James! Old 
Villars, Peregrine, and myſelf are in a 
horrid ſcrape. Twenty thouſand gone at 


once! 1 he money to take up the mort- 
gage on the — eſtate muſt be 


applied 


And now, George, for this tine 
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applied to this uſe; and more muſt be 
raiſed unknown to my uncle. Which 
way that can be done, except my pious 
helpmate will join to ſell the reverſion of 
the fortune left by her aunt, I know not. 
I will ſound her on the occaſion. — That 
ſecond Seneca, Lord Belgrave, is here: 
I have a great mind to aſk him;z—yet 
thoſe moral fools know the value of 
money. I believe I muſt ſet Harriet to 
tamper with him. He is very rich: his 
eſtate is clear, which is generally the luck 
of thoſe ſober blockheads. Surely he will 
not deny the amiable Mrs. Melmoth any 
thing ſhe aſks. You would burſt your 
ſides with laughing, were you to hear the 
compliments they pay to each other's vir- 
tues, as they call them. - When I invited 
Belgrave, I entertained an idea that ſome 
opportunity might offer of making uſe of 
his (otherwiſe uſeleſs) caſh. —I have all 
the opportunities I could wiſh with Madam 
Temple; for Charles is gone to Portſ- 
mouth: 


. 
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mouth : but I fancy ſhe is overawed by. 
my plaguy wife's example; for thoſe . 
women of principle, as they are called, 


keep the good-natured, free-hearted ones 
in ſubjection.— My uncle looks curſed 
gloomy at ſomething: whether he has 
any notions of what has happened, I can- 


not ſay. I hope Peregrine has not played 


me falſe; it can anſwer no end to him. 


Or perhaps he is angry at Lady Anne's | 


coquetting with me; for I believe he 
would cut my throat for Harriet's ſake, 
if he thought her ſlighted—then why did 


he tempt me to ſuch an unſuitable match * 


hut enough of thoſe matters. I would 
come to Hazzeldine Hall, were it prac- 
ticable; but you know I have various 
ends to anſwer at this time. I have a 
great mind to take Harriet's necklace to 
town, and haye it new ſet: yet it would 


be rather impolitic now; the jewels muſt . 


be my dernier reſort. Farewell, Hazzel- 
dine! I ſee the beautiful Annie going 


into 


” * - 
* 


- 
a 


656 


iato the Park; an invitation for me to 
follow —a temptation not to be reſiſted 


by 


Jonx MzLIMorz. 


LETTER XXXVII. 
4 Lord Mul cks TEA to Lord BELGRAVE. 


1 ; Padua, July 15 
4 My dear Lord BELOGRAVE, 
AM grieved and pleaſed beyond ex- 
preſſion at your laſt. I will ſet out as 
: ſoon as poſſible from this place, nor ſtop 
ill L reach England. Oh! my Frederick, 
you have indeed a Scylla and a Charybdis , 
to fear: although' you have ſhunned' one, 


I am afraid you will be wrecked on the 


=» ether. yen a good woman may be the 
r | means: 


a” 
means of making your life unhappy : the 
amiable Mrs. Melmoth may create you 
almoſt as much uneaſineſs as the frail 
widow; for, ſhould you entertain a paſ- 
ſion, although there is no danger of that 
paſſion being gratified, would you not 


blame yourſelf for coveting Mr. Mel 
moth's wife? | 


Fly from Eaſtmain, fly from the too 
lovely Harriet, as you value your peace. 
Love and eſteem are widely different : 
the firſt is ever due to virtue and ſenſe; 
the other is ſpontaneous, and will operate 
accordingly : nay farther, we often de- 
ceive ourſelves in regard to this paſſion; 
and in that caſe it is not at all wonderful 
if we-appear to deceive others. Therefore 
your only ſafety is in flight; and I hope 
to find you at Caſtlemont when I arrivez | 
fince I need not affure that dear, very 
dear is your welfare to 


G. MULCESTER. 
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Before you do any thing more for this 
fine widow, pray, my Frederick, inquire 
who and what ſhe is. I am not apt to be 
narrow-minded; but I have my doubts 
concerning her. I have heard ſome ac- 
counts of Charles which give me pain: 
1 wiſh you would inquire into the truth. 
J will incloſe you the letter. You will 
ſuppoſe I do not doubt the veracity of the 
writer, but of his informant; and ſlander 
is apt to magnify objects. However, it 
is the honour of our family Nelſon ſeems 
to have at heart. I heard from Lucy 
yeſterday : ſhe inquired in a very friendly 
manner after you; a favour Lucy ſeldom 
beſtows on her male acquaintance. She 
ſays you are an owl amongſt the birds. 
You know my ſiſter's method of ſpeaking z 
and her's are more than compliments. 


Once more, adieu! 


G. M. 
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LETTER XXXVIIL 


Lord MurczsrER to Lady L. TEMPLE. 


Fafimain. 
My deareft S1sTER, 


OU will too well account for my 
4 dating from this place. As ſoon 
as I arrived, I went to Caſtlemont, but 
found not Belgrave. I then croſſed ta 
Eaſt main, and there (as I expected) found 
him. No wonder the lovely inhabitant 
ſhould attract his notice: ſhe is indeed 


„The cunning pattern of excelling 
| „% Nature.” 


Why, why did ſhe fee Lord Belgrave at 
all, ſince ſhe ſaw hiefÞnot ſooner ? She is 
ſo much improved both in perſon and 


mind (and that I thought ſcarcely poſſible} 
670 : that 


— 
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that they are much too amiable to be 
together. I can perceive, and I am ſorry, 
Frederick doats on her; and no wonder 
if ſhe ſhould on him. There is every 
temptation thrown in their way that can 
be, to increaſe a mutual regard. Not 
that either of them would entertain a 


thought that a Veſtal might bluſh to 
own: 


„But Love appꝛoaches under Friend- 
„ ſhip's name; 


and they are dancing on the edge of a 


precipice without knowing it. Now all 
the powers of friendſhip muſt be exerted 


to draw my friend from this virtuous, 


amiable, and yet dangerous woman. All 
I truſt in at preſent is the prudence of the 
lovely Harriet. She is certainly as near 
perfection as mortal can be; but never- 
theleſs . ſhe is hum And that wretch 
Melmoth (yes, I muſt call him wretch) 
ls an inſenſible being phe is blind to the 


good 


— n uh 
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good that courts him p he ſcarcely treats 
her with common civility. Charles's wife 
ſeems to engage his preſent attention; they 
are continually coquetting; for Charles is 
abſent on an occaſion which I am afraid 
will end in his eternal diſhonour. Me. f 
Villars is at the Spa, upon another in- 
famous account; and Peregrine is attend- 

ing my hopeful brother. Mr. Melmoth 

. is a libertine, in every ſenſe of the word; 

he does not now even wiſh to ſave appear- 
ances; he almoſt diſdains to be thought 
virtuous, even in the preſence of his in- 
eſtimable wife. Lord Eaſtmain is ex- 
ceedingly hurt on the account, and has v2 
ſpoken his mind to me ſeveral times, but 1 
is loth to come to an open rupture on his by 
beloved niece's account. | | 


cd 


a ER. ²˙ A 


A great deal of money has been loft, 

J hear, at Newmarket} and ſome unjuſti- 

fiable means muſt be taken by the loſers 
to retrieve themſelves. How unbounded ,. Ps 
are 


\ 
3 


— 


be cravings of luxury ! The IG of 
fame was once eſteemed the univerſal 
paſſion; but certainly at preſent the love 
of pleaſure is more univerſal. . Happy is 
it for thoſe who make the firſt their 
purſuit, if it teaches them to avoid the 


latter. 


*%. 


The good old Peer ſeems haſting to 
the verge of fate; his health declines very 
faſt, If he ſhould be called to reap the 
reward of his virtues, poor Harriet will 
loſe a much more affectionate parent than 
her natural one has been to her. 


1 ͤmuſt proceed very cautiouſly; and 
yet this amiable fellow muſt by ſome 
artifice be taken from hence. Do, Lucy, 
write to your friend: ſhe will ſtart at 
being even ſuſpected of entertaining a 
thought of Lord Welgrave. Do you, in 
your ſweet, lively, yet ſentimental man- 
ner, point out her danger. My next, I. 
: hope, 


ve 
is 


( by) 


Hope, will be from Southampton, whichef 


I will endeavour to bring this worthy 
youth; for my Lucy, goed as ſhe is, is 
ſcarcely more dear to 


G. MULCzSTER: 
I ſhall diſpatch a packet, as deſired, 


to-morrow; but things are in a doubtful 
ſituation among the higher powers, 
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LETTER XXXIX. 


Mr. Mzrluork to Sir J. HAzzzlpix E. 


pall- Mall. 


TVHAT fickle: jade, madam Fortune, 
ſeems now inclined in my favour. 

Lord Eaſtmain, good ſoul! is ſeized with 
the gout, Harriet ſtaid to wait on him: 


© 46s 1 


but Mr. Villars came from the Spa, and 
was ſeized likewiſe (very opportunely) ſo 
as to prevent his going to Eaſtmain. 
Harriet was ſent for; and ſhe, like a 
dutiful good girl as ſhe is, came away 
immediately; and yeſterday, ſweet ſoul! 
ſet her fair hand to the reverſion before- 
mentioned. We are now again in ata 
quo; and Harriet, ſeeing us ſo happy, is 
pleaſed too. What a fortunate ſtroke for 
me was it, that that ſagacious animal 
Lord Mulceſter, with his colleague Lord 
Belgrave (I think for the future I will 
call them Beaumont and Fletcher,-as they 
always act in conjunction) happened to be 
abſent! otherwiſe my conſcientious ſpouſe 
might have been for conſulting them: 
but, thanks to my aſſiſting genius! it is 
done. And now, my Lady Harriet, you 
ſhould do uſt as I pleaſe, were it not for 


his uncleſhip: but patience may do for 
me more than 1 chit and, whether 


ſpouſe or J ſhould be moſt favoured in 
his 
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his bequeſts, it is all one as I ſhall mas 


nage; for am I not her lord and maſter ? 
I forced her, out of kindneſs, to the 


| maſquerade laſt night. Harriet deteſts 
maſquerades—No matter Lady Charles 


was to be there; and the devil muſt be 
1n thoſe that could cenſure her and me, 
my wife being preſent, Harriet was only 
in a domino, and unmaſked ſoon after 


ſhe was in the room; poor unſuſpecting 
queen of wiſdom! —— 


* But oft', tho' Wiſdom wakes, Suſpicion 
< ſleeps 


“ At Wiſdom's gate.“ 


T left her to the care of Lord B. who 


was there with his ſiſter (alſo unmaſked); 


and then I withdrew with the lively Annie, 


leaving Will Aſhford and his girl, who . 
were dreſſed on purpoſe ſo as to perſonate 
us. Charles Temple was at Stapleton's : 
ſo the coaſt was quite clear. And ſo 
I hope 


much for the maſquerade, — 


— 
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you wilt be able to travel in-a few weeks, 
as J want to conſult you, and cannot ſo | 


well come to you at preſent. Write, 
however, to congratulate 


Your FO þ | ri 

IJ. MLlMorR. t 

1 
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Mrs. MeLMoTn to Lady Lver TEMPLE, 7 
= v 

. Roſe Mount. © 

_— is the firſt uſe I have made of f 

| / my pen for theſe three weeks paſt. 3 
Lord Mulceſter, I dare ſay, has informed 0 
you of my father's illneſs. —— Oh! my f 
Lucy, the final ſcene is now cloſed! r 
[ 


How painful is this ſeparation between 


ſuch 


( 1977 | 
fach near relations! How dreadful are 
the ravages of this King of Terrors! 
I am, as you may ſuppoſe, in much 
affliction at this irreparable loſs; but 1 
have another cauſe, almoſt beyond my 
recent deprivation. I am afraid I have 
tolt the favour of my ſecond parent; and 
then what will become of your poor 
Harriet? - I have indeed acted wrong to 
oblige Mr. Melmoth. I ought to have 
conſulted Mrs. Vareny or Lord Mul- 
ceſter: but could. I appeal againſt. my 
huſband? I ſold my reverſion; and my 
dear father, I have reaſon to think, was 
privy to it, Surely, thought I, a father 
will not ſee his child wronged. But 
neither Mr. Melmoth or Peregrine has 
ſhewn proper reſpect to either the dear 
| deceaſed or myſelf, Common decency 
obliged them to ſtay with me till the 
funeral were over; and now they are hur- 
rying me to town, that they may diſſipate 
the remains of my father's ſhattered for- 
eee AG tune. 


* 
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tune. I am forced to be thus ſevere; 


for 1 have ated imprudently by myſelf, 
and ungratefully to Lord Eaſtmain. His 


Lordſhip has wrote me a very ſevere let- 


ter. I know not which way to fly, or 
where to turn me for advice, I wiſh 


Lord Mulceſter were come: and yet could 
I, with propriety, conſult him? I know , — ³ 


not what to do. I muſt go and pay my 
duty to Lord Eaſtmain, and try to ſoften 
his reſentment. 


Adieu, my Lucy! I am very ill, and 
can write no more at preſent, but that I 
am-unalterably 


Your's, 


H. MzLMoTH, 


LETTER 


— 0 . ITE PA wary Pp 
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LETTER XLI. 
Mr. MZLMO TH to Sir JaMzs 
HAZZELDINE. | 


Pall-Mall. 


NCE more, my dear Baronet, am 
I got to this delightful ſpot, My 


weeping Niobe had much difficulty to bear 


the journey. I really thought madam was 


going to walk off the ſtage; and that 


would have been mal d propos at preſent. - 
The death of the old man has diſcloſed 
the affair of the reverſion; and his Lord- 
ſhip has forbidden me his preſence on the 


account, and written his favourite ſuch a 
letter as has almoſt broken her heart. 


I wiſh now it had not been done; if I 
had thought the old man would have 


popped off fo ſuddenly, it ſhould not— 


But hang reflection! I muſt have mo- 
13 ney 
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ney in the courſe of a week, come from 
whence it may. Lady Charles is out of 
caſh, or ſhe would have ſupplied me. I 
know not what method to take, except 
your old acquaintance Iſaac will advance 
for me; and then his terms are fo exor- 
birant ! —Bur I muſt get you to write to 
him; for, as I ſaid before, money I muſt 
have. Peregrine will join with'me in any 
ſecurity. — Aſhford, poor fellow l. is ter- 
ribly under water — he mut Be aſſſted — 
It is our method — WE" muſt belp one 
another, you know, When ſhall we find 
a ſet of ſneaking, regular puppies do ſo? 


I know not how I ſhall get into his 


Lordſhip's good graces, except I can get 


this peerage, the ſcheme for which Mr. 
Villars ſet on foot; —I wiſh he had lived 
to complete it, Many comfortable things 
there are in a peerage. Undaunted can a 
Peer of England face thoſe lions, called 
duns; beſides that ſaid Scandalum Mag- 

| au 
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natum. Were I to knock a paltry fellow's 
brains out, my title would protect me. 
To be fure, I ſhould be but a Baron; 
but then I ſhould be a Peer—you may 
perhaps ſay, with Lord Cheſterfield, a 


wooden one. No, no, Flazzeldine; if I 


can do no good, I'Il not be wanting in 
doing ſomething. Majority or Minority, 


it is all one to Jack, if they bid high 
enough. — However, Harriet is to wait 
on his Loidſhip, and hint the peerage to 
him; on the reſult of her mediation ſhall 
I depend. My worſhipful brother-in-law 
is made a juſtice of the peace, and is very 


well qualified for the office; for he has 
ſcarcely been ſober ſince his father died, 


and would mortgage Roſe Mount, but 
that he reſerves that to canvas with in the 


ſpring, as he thinks the privilege of the 
Houſe will be neceſſary by that time. — 
dend to Iſaac out of hand, and believe me 


Your's, 


J. MELMOTH, 
14 
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LETTER XIII. 
Lord MuLezsTter to Lady L. TemeLs, 
AM under the greateſt apprehenſions 


on your friend's account. Lord Eaſt- 
main is embarked for Liſbon, as, I told 


you in my laſt, his phyſicians had adviſed 


him: the tender, the grateful Harriet 
would have accompanied him, but he 


would not permit it, partly becauſe he 
thought her preſence might, perhaps, be 
ſome reſtraint on Mr. Melmoth's conduct. 
An old gentlewoman, in the capacity of 


a nurſe, and his chaplain, who is a pious 
ſenſible man, are his companions. Lord 


Belgrave and myſelf, with Mr. and Mrs. 
Melmoth, attended him to Portſmouth. 


— Melmoth is the moſt unfeeling being 
ever ſaw, except where his intereſt is 


concerned then indeed he can appear all 
ſoftneſs, 
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ſoftneſs. His uncle is really fond of him 
notwithſtanding his faults: he has abſo- 
lutely perſuaded the good old gentleman 
(could you believe it?) that a patent for 
a peerage will be obtained for him, and on 
the ſtrength of it has obtained a conſider- 
able ſum of his Lordſhip, which will only 
Increaſe his power of doing miſchief. 
Harriet does not want penetration; and 
yet ſhe too is continually made the dupe 
of Mr. Melmoth, and of her brother. 
The latter, hardened man! had the aſſu- 
rance to aſk the loan of two thoufand 
pounds of me to pay a debt of honour, 
as he called it, I refuſed him, with ſome 
little indignation ; and yet, for his ſiſter's 
ſake, endeavoured to reaſon with him: 
but he is loſt to all ſenſe of reaſoning. 
Good heaven! that a man ſhould be ſo 
infatuated, as to put on the caſt of a dye 
the eſtate of which he is in poſſeſſion. 
from his anceſtors! Yet who will deny, 
that he who- hopes to win what belongs 

I 5 to 
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to another, deſerves to loſe his own * 
And here, my dear Lucy, let me obſerve, 

in the words of a favourite author.— 
„ There is ſuch a ſameneſs in the lives, 
<« the actions, the purſuits of libertines, 
„and ſuch a likeneſs in the accidents, 
<4 puniſhments, and occaſions for remorſe, 
e which attend them, hat I wonder they 
« will not be warned by the beacons 
<« which are lighted up by every brother 
< Jibertine whom they knaw; and that 
e they will ſo generally be driven on the 
« ſame rock, overſpread and ſurrounded 
as it is, in their very ſight, by a thou- 
„ ſand wrecks,” I am, as I before 
obſerved, extremely concerned for Mrs. 
Melmoth : ſhe is very ill; ſhe viſibly falls 
away, and her fine complexion: fades; 
yet ſhe takes great pains to appear lively 
and chearful. But this brute, the huſband, 
will ſhorten her days, unleſs he reforms; 
and that, from the nature of the caſe, at 
preſent cannot be expeed.— I do not. 
believe 


e 
? believe he has dined at home for theſe 


> ten days, and have ſome reaſon to think 

g they have ſeparate apartments. — Oh! the 
> poor Harriet! how hard is her cafe! and 

» | (what muſt this monſter think of himſelf! 
The good Mrs. Vareny is with her at 

„ preſent, and I hope will adminiſter ſome 

; comfort to her, which I am ſure ſhe - 
wants, although ſhe is too delicately nice 


to *complain. — Lord Belgrave is always 
here, but when hours of decency compel 
him to retire. As there is no keeping 
him from the houſe, I endeavour to be 
with him as much as poſſible. _ Harriet 
ſeems to avoid him as much as ſhe can, 
without being particular. —Charles and 
his Lady are on very indifferent terms: 
her Ladyſhip, on ſomething that Charles 
had ſaid to her, flew away to her aunt 
Harman's; and there ſhe has been theſe 
three days paſt. Charles has humbled to 
her even to meanneſs (not from love, 1 
believe): he has great expectations from 
| I 6 Lady 
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Lady Harman's fortune. The whole 
polite circle ſit in judgment on this | 
modern couple. Both aunt and niece 
conſole themſelves with Mr. Melmoth, 
who is their Ceci/beo, conducting them to 
all public places. You will perhaps ſay, 
my Lucy, that I am a retailer of ſcandal : 
but I-would rather that you ſhould hear 
thoſe diſagreeable truths from me than 
from another. As for Charles, unthink- 
ing as he is, he would not like to be 
honoured with a certain name in his wife's 
power to beſtow. —I remember a cha- 
racter almoſt ſimilar, delineated by a great 


genius, who puts theſe words into his 
mouth: 


% I always thought her a coquet, 
But never dreamt ſhe wrong*d me vet: 
« Altho' I do not doat upon her, 

I cannot brook inſulted honour; 

; % Nor do I think it to be born, | 
She ſhould add to my creſt a horn.“ 


I can 
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I can ſcarcely ſpeak civilly to her, or 
her aunt: ſhe is wrong to encourage her 
in a breach of duty, eſpecially when ſhe 
knows the world has begun to make free 
with her character: ſhe depends on her 
great riches. Indeed, Lucy, I am diſ- 
pleaſed with all the world but Mrs. Mel- 
moth and Lord Belgrave; and hey are 
doomed to make each other unhappy. 
J ſee briars, thorns, and a pathleſs track 
before them. My mind, my dear Lucy, 
is faddened with apprehenſions for Lord 
Belgrave, and for the amiable Harriet. 
I would fain tear myſelf from a ſubje& 
which at preſent will intrude itſelf on me: 
for the purport of this long incoherent 
letter was to beg his Lordſhip would 
write to Lady Harman, and inform her 
how free licentious tongues have made 
with her niece's name, and what founda- 
tion her conduct has given for ſuch free- 
doms. It is his duty as a parent; and 
J hope her Ladyſhip will exert herſelf on 
this 


KC 12 
this occaſion, as the honour of our houſe 


is ſo much concerned. Adieu, my ſiſter 
I need not admoniſh you what to ſay, if 
you write to Charles. J am juſt now in- 


Formed that Mr. Melmoth is ny and 


"kong: to ſpeak with 


Your ever affectionate 


G. MuLezSs TER. 


— — — — 
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Mr. MzLMmotn to Sir J. Hazzzipine. 


ERE is the devil to pay, Hazzel- 
dine! ——Lady Charles loſt three 


thouſand with Count Alberini on Tueſday 
night! She did not go home till fix in 
tze morning. —Charles had ordered an- 
other bed to be made for himſelf: that 


* 4 


gave 


FTA 


gave her no great concern 3 but the loſs 
than I ſuppoſed ſuch a ſpirit was capable 


of. She ſent for me at eleven: I, as in 
duty bound, though with great difficulty, 


ſent home for ſome clothes, but left no 


[0 ag 


of ſuch a ſum gave her more chagtin 


procured and lent her the money. She 
then ſent for Charles to breakfaſt; but he 
went out without vouchſafing to ſend an 
anſwer. She ordered her horſe, and we 
took an airing in Hyde Park. When 
we returned, we underſtood Charles had 


word whither he was gone, or when he 
ſhould return. Madam flamed out, and 
exclaimed, ©* That ſhe would not be 
<& {lighted—ſhe who brought ſuch a for- 
„tune! —She would go to her aunt's, 
* and ſhe would have a ſeparate main- 
<«« tenance.”” I was. pleaſed to hear thisz 
x is my plan to keep up her reſentments. 
It is really monſtrous, (ſaid I) Madam, 
c that you are not ſuffered to ſpend your 
on money as you like. For you, 

Ehe 
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< who have brought him almoſt a princely 
4 fortune, to be reſtrained in your hours 
-6 like a ſlave, is a thing not to be borne. 
„ —Liberty is a principle implanted in 
„ the breaſt of every Britiſh woman: 
„the meaneſt wretch will contend for 
5 liberty.” —— (I then thought of what 
Poll Perkins ſaid to the conſtable of the 
night, who had taken her into cuſtody 
for being riotous at an improper hour: 
Lou had better let me go; for my 
'« dear Wilkes ſays confinement is not 
% conſtitutionable.“ Poll miſtook the word; 
but it had great effect on the conſtable, 
for ſhe got her diſcharge.) I improved 
on this hint to her Ladyſhip, and con- 
ducted her to her aunt's: Charles, not 
ſuſpecting her to be there, came to com- 
Plainz and Lady Harman treated him as 
the old Dutcheſs of Marlborough is ſaid 
to have treated the Duke of Montagu, 
ho came to complain of his wife's con- 
duct: * How. dare you (ſays ſhe) make 
«« ſuch 
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« fuch complaints to me? My daughter 
„ was a virtuous woman when you mar- 
„ ried her; and if you had not conduct 
« enough to keep her ſo, you have a 
great deal of effrontery to tell me of 
< it.” Some ſuch fpeech Lady Harman 


made. An excellent tutorefs. for a young 


lady! you will ſay. I could not help 
laughing. Charles walked chafing abont 
the room — Mr. Melmoth, (faid he) I 
did not expect this from you: What 
« would you ſay, were Mrs. Melmoth to 


« act thus imprudently ?*— (The very 
thought made me whiſtle.)—Before I had 


time to make him an anſwer, his meek 


helpmate began—* Mrs. Melmoth is no. 
* compariſon — What woman of faſhion, 


« do you think, would compare herſelf 
to ſuch a piece of ſtill life as Mrs. 
«© Metmoth? If e chooſes to run about 
the houſe like a tame pigeon, that is 
* no reaſon that 7 ſhould: I have better 
** notions of freedom, and a power to 


< ſupport 


— 
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. *© fupport them.” (So much the better, 
thought I; Bravo! Lady Charles.): 
With theſe words, and a violent toſs of 
the head, ſhe quitted the room. Good 
manners made me offer to withdraw ; but 
Lady Harman inſiſted on my ſtaying. 
She had. no ſecrets, ſhe ſaid. She talked 
of applying to the Earl and Counteſs; 
ſaid they had dearly purchaſed an alliance 
with a family of quality, if her niece was 
to be denied the privileges allowed to all 
other women of rank. — (hat are thoſe 
privileges, Sir James? I think they are 
compriſed in theſe three articles — pending 
their buſbands fortunes — diſhonouring their 
names — and ſuing for ſeparate maintenances 
— and all this becauſe they dare.) 


Now my Cara Spoſa is in the other 
extreme: ſhe will give one no hold on 
her. It is eaſy to perceive Belgrave loves 
her to diſtraction; I wiſh ſhe did him: 
but ſhe is, as the elegant Mrs. Hall ſays 

on 


*( 1487 ») 


3 on another occaſion, a perfect compoſition 
2 of iced cream. If ſhe had half the pen- 
f chant for him he has for her, they would 
1 clope; and then Caſtlemont ſhould pay 
e for all. I give them all the opportunities 
they could wiſh; but in vain. Cupid 


is foiled; all his arrows are blunted by 
5 Hervey's Meditations, Young's Night- 
Thoughts, or ſome ſuch enthuſiaſtic anti- 
dote. Beſides, there is that ſage Mentor, 
Lord Mulceſter, continually at his elbow. 
I will found him about advancing ſome 
money for his ſiſter- in- law: I will point 
out to him the temptations to which 
want of ready caſh may make her liable: 
I warrant you I will tell him a tale that 
will rouſe his delicate imaginations, and 
coax ſomething out of him. Peregrine 
wanted to take him in; but it would not 
do: he was too barefaced; and ſo the 
matter miſcarried. Adieu, Hazzeldine | | 


Your's, 


J. MzrMorn. 
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cation there at preſent 
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LETTER XLIV. 


From the Same to the Same. 

. 1 5 N ; 

LL wrong, Sir James! This per- 
verſe young cynic told me be would 
advance no money to encourage me 5 


adding—a groſs inſult! —that there were 
meritorious objects enough, without la- 


viſhing his property on the undeſerving. 


I was ſtruck dumb— No farther appli- 
de - Well, home 
I came, and ordered Mrs. Melmoth to 


petition Lord Belgrave for the loan of 
two or three thouſand; and do you know 
the rebellious huſſey had the aſſurance to 


flounce, and ſay ſhe would 3 Ms She 


has aſk a man for money ! and eſpecially | 
% Lord Belgrave! hot ſhe indeed!” It | 


is the firſt time ſhe ever contradicted me, 


and it made me ſtaxe, particularly on this 


account 
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account — I ſtormed, and ſwore; but ſhe 
was as firm as adamant, and as little 


_ abaſhed as an actreſs; and in high diſdain 


flung up ſtairs; ſince which time we have 
never met, either at bed or board. I am 


generally out before dinner, and do not 


return till hours after ſhe is retired to her 
room, and it would be very rude to 
diſturb her repoſe: therefore ſhe has the 
whole. houſe to range in, and may feed 
and clothe” her agen as ſhe pleaſes ʒ 
for no money ſhall ſhe have from me, 
unleſs ſhe will endeavour to get ſome: ſo 
I will be even with her for her ill-timed 
prudery. Let her good friends, Lord 
Mulceſter and Lady 122144 relieve her if 
they will. 


But a more terrible diſafter than this 

have I to bemoan: — Lady Anne has. 
| patched up the difference with her huſ- 
band, and is gone back: however, ſhe | 


has given me one of her beſt e ear-rings, 
and 


grave muſt help bear my EXPENCES 
But I am 2 pci merinated 
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and little Tfaac is gone to Holland wick 
it; and ſhe had the addreſs to perſuade 


both aunt and huſband that ſhe had loſt 
it in coming from the opera. It is ad- 
vertiſed to-day ; — (how we enjoy it in 


ſecret!) — if it is not found, the remain- 
ing one is to be ſold, and Charles is to 


buy her a new pair, I expect it will 


fetch fifteen hundred; for her jewels are 


very fine ones. I ſhall make bold on 


future occaſions to borrow a few more of 


her, ſince ſhe has taught me the way.— 
I have ſomething in my head — but huſh ! 
the ſcheme is but in embryo yet — Bel. 


A note from Cate Anne \-— Jealoys of 


me, by all that is good Sing 15 Pæan, 


Melmoth! — What creature was it I was 


converſing with in one of the upper 
boxes laſt night? (It was Sir Charles 8 
Barham 8 Nancy. ) Sent back a Pantheon 


ticket 
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ticket I had given her; begged ſhe might 
never ſee me more; and © was my hum 
<« ble fervant.” Now, how the devil 
ſhall I find out whether ſhe goes or not; 
and, if ſhe does, what her dreſs will be? 
I muſt dreſs up Bet Worley to perſonate 
one of the lace-carriers; ſhe muſt make 
Mrs. Emmet a preſent of a piece, -and 
fiſh! it out of her that way. I will 
conclude to-morrow, when I can tell the 
adyentures of the night, 


SS S% 446 
Tr Continuation, 


WELL, I ſucceeded—Her. Ladyſhip 
choſe to figure away as Diana; a chaſte 
character, and well adapted to the place: 
for ſure at the Pantheon chaſte Dian 
keeps her court. I went high with. ex⸗ 
pectation; when, behold! who ſhould be 
her efcorts but her aunt and her Lord? 

- and 


. 
and there was ſhe, in ſpite of their pre- 
ſence, coquetting with Harry Hargrave, 
The devil take the ſex! thought I: every 
ſoul of them follows the old trade of 
driving man out of Paradiſe, I was pla- 
guily nettled, and fearful, leſt Sir Harry 
(he is a handſome, clever fellow, you 
know) ſhould take a fancy—to her jewels 
alſo. I had only a domino on at firſt ; 


but I whipped out, and changed my dreſs 


to that of a huntſman, and was with her 


again in an inſtant, I offered her my 
. ſervice, and followed her with my horn 


the whole evening, and ſung her a verſe 
of one of Boyce's old ballads. There 
were ſeveral Diana's in the room; there- 
fore this ſaid verſe ſoothed her vanity 


beyond expreſſion — judge if it did not. 


„ My Annie's known above the reſt, 
& 'Tho' clad alike in green; 

« As is, amongſt the huntreſs train, 
+ The Goddeſs by her mien,” 


She 


1 3 


She bridled and nee this, I do 
not think ſhe knew me at firſt; but I took 


care ſhe ſhould before we parted, or m 


Pains and flattery would have been. ill-- 
beſtowed. I am reſolved to have admit- 
tance this evening. 


; 
f * 


, - z* ? \ 2 j 
7” When I returned home, I was given 


to underſtand that my dainty wife was | 
extremely ill. — Peace be with her! 


thought I; I am ſure I will not diſturb 


her. As I was dreſſing this morning, 
Lord Mulceſter ſent up his compliments. 


I was obliged to admit him, tho? I wiſhed 
him at the devil: but it is not politic to 

quarrel with one in his ſituation.— Oh! 

ſuch, a lecture as I had from him on my 

conduct in general, and my behaviour to 
Mrs. Melmoth in particular! excuſing 
himſelf on the friendſhip he bore my 
uncle and Harriet. How were all her 
virtues ſet forth, and ten times more than 
ſhe or any woman ever had! He was 
he OO PE TEE LS & afraid. 
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/ "0 afraid (he ſaid) I ſhould break her 
©. heart,” — Heart! Sir, (ſaid I) I do 
not believe ſhe has a heart, or * could 
4 not be fo indifferent to me.” And 
then in the moſt plaintive manner did I 
complain of her diſregard; that her in- 
difference to me obliged me to be from 
home oftener than I would be; that I was 
careleſs of every thing, ſince I found 1 


could not poſſeſs her heart. You do 


% not Know, my dear Lord Mulceſter, 
* (ſaid I) what cauſe I have to complain. 
It is hard to be deſpiſed by one's 
% wife.“ © Mrs. Melmoth (returned he) 
is all nobly ſincere and plain-hearted, 
e above art, above diſguiſe : ſhe cannot, 
« ſhe will not deſpiſe the man to whom 
„ ſhe vowed duty and love at the altar, 
e except your conduct is premeditatedly 


„ bad.” She loves me not, my Lord,” 


(ſaid I, withdrawing to the window, and 
taking out my handkerchief.) You know 
I am able to enter into any character, and 


my 


the pen and ſcribbled thus far, 


* A 
„ 
my muſcles and features are entirely obe- 


dient to my will. In ſhort, I perſuaded 
him that Harriet was, at leaſt in ſome 


degree, blameable. What a comfortable 
thing is aſſurance! and how are thoſe 


- virtuous, wiſe heads taken in! A ſervant 
was diſpatched with a compliment to 
Mrs. Melmoth, begging Lord Mulceſter 
might be permitted to ſee her. Do, 


« Sir, (ſaid I) plead for me: ſhe has 
« choſen ſeparate apartments.“ That, 
you will ſay, was a bold ſtroke: but I 


knew ſhe would not complain; that would 
be a breach of duty; and the ſubje& is 


ſo delicate, that his mediating Lordſhip 
cannot enter minutely into it. I doubt 
not bat I ſhall bring good our of evil, as 
the good chriſtians ſay. Her maid re- 
turned for anſwer, her miſtreſs would be 
glad to ſee him. He is now with her, 
pleading my cauſe. Not knowing: what 
to do with myſelf till his return, I took 
-As I 
K 2 l lire, 
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| tive, + a > nothge from his Lordſhip, deſire- 
ing to ſee me in Mrs. Melmoth's dreſſing- 
room. Adieu for the preſent. | 


„ „„ „ % 


Wer! Hazzeldine, the weighty con- 
ference is over. I came off with flying 


colours. Harriet and I are once more 


(upon my promiſe of reformation) on 


| tolerable terms, thanks to his Lord(hip ! 
What do you think I thank him for? 


He has lent a thouſand pounds te pay 


ſome importunate 'trades-people. He 
- kindly added, if he ſhould find me act 


up to my profeſſions, nothing ſhould be 


_ wanting in his power to make me eaſy. 


What a charming thing it is to be good! 


— Soft ſouls and filly !—< Do, my dear 


_ «« Melmoth,” (it is my dear Melmoth 
| now) ſaid his Lordſhip, “let me have 


« the pleaſure of informing your uncle 


. gf ian alteration for the better. You 


« know 
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* know yourſelf to be wrong: ſo it would 
„ be impertinence to expoſtulate farther © 
| &* on duties ſo well acknowledged as tem- 
« perance and ſobriety.” Thus ended 
| the converſation. Finely catechiſed I have. 
| been; but then I was well paid for it: for © 
do not think, my whining Harriet, you 
ſhall keep the whole. (Obſerve, the note 
vas given into her hands.) Five hundred 
muſt content the paltry fellows. I would 
keep all; but it would ſpoil my future 
proſpects. And now I muſt prepare for 
Lady Charles— No being good all at 
once—that would be not to hold it. I 
muſt laugh with Annie about this pious 
ſcheme, and account to her why I cannot 
pay my devoirs in public to her quite ſo 
much as before. - You muſt, you ſhall 
be well enough to come to town; for 
much are you wanted by 


1 U 
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